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L{{b мтрс-тро· 

¶ EAC Conference, GdaŒsk 

¶ Remembering Gordon Maxwell 

¶ Landscape survey in Ukraine 

¶ Prospecting for a former monastery 

¶ Neolithic órondelô in Franconia? 

¶ Wazzat? Number 4 

¶ Does anyone read AARGnews? 

¶ Lookalike ... 
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 aarg !ŜǊƛŀƭ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ 
wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ DǊƻǳǇ 

/ƻƴǘŜƴǘǎ 

9ŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ ¢ŜŀƳ 

aŀǊǝƴ CƻǿƭŜǊ ό[ŜŀŘ 9ŘƛǘƻǊύ 

/ŀǊƳŜƴ-/ƻǊƴŜƭƛŀ aƛǳ ό.ŜƳύ 

DƛŀƴƭǳŎŀ /ŀƴǘƻǊƻ 

/ƘǊƛǎ /ƻȄ 

9ƛƭŜŜƴ YŜǊƘƻǳŀƴǘ 
 

/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ 9ŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ ǘŜŀƳ ŀǘΥ 
ŜŘƛǘƻǊŀŀǊƎƴŜǿǎϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ  
 

 

!!wDƴŜǿǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōƛ-ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
!ŜǊƛŀƭ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ DǊƻǳǇ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ 
ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ƻǇŜƴ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘƛŎŀƭ 
ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŜǊƛŀƭ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ 
ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜƴ ŦƻǊǳƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ 
ŀƴŘ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ƴŜǿ όŀƴŘ ƻƭŘύ ƛŘŜŀǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ 
ǘƻ ŀŜǊƛŀƭ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅΣ ǊŜƳƻǘŜ ǎŜƴǎƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ 
ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎΦ  

²Ŝ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ƭŜƴƎǘƘ ŀƴŘ 
ŦƻǊƳŀǘΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǿǊƛǘŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΣ 
ƳŜǘƘƻŘǎΣ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜǎΣ ŎŀǎŜ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎΣ ǊŜǾƛŜǿǎΣ 
ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴǎΣ ƻǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ 
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƻǳǊ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎΦ ²Ŝ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǇŀǊǝŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ 
ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎΣ 
ƛƳŀƎŜǎΣ ƳŀǇǎΣ ǇƭŀƴǎΣ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŀǊǝŎƭŜΦ  

LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƛŘŜŀ ƛǎ 
ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ !!wDƴŜǿǎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƎŜǘ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 
ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ǎƘŀǇƛƴƎ 
ƻǊ ŬƴŜ-ǘǳƴƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ 
ŀ ŦƻǊǘƘŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƛǎǎǳŜΦ  

.ǊƻǿǎŜ ƻǳǊ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ½ƻǘŜǊƻ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ŀǘΥ 
 ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦȊƻǘŜǊƻΦƻǊƎκƎǊƻǳǇǎκрлнфмосκ
ŀŀǊƎψƴŜǿǎκƭƛōǊŀǊȅ 

L{{b мтрс-тро· 

tǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ !ŜǊƛŀƭ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ 

wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ DǊƻǳǇ 

!!wD ƛǎ ŀ wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ /ƘŀǊƛǘȅ 

ƴƻΦ {/лномсн  
9ŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ 

aŀǊǝƴ CƻǿƭŜǊ   ΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦ   о 
 

/ƘŀƛǊΩǎ tƛŜŎŜ 
_ǳƪŀǎȊ .ŀƴŀǎȊŜƪ   ΧΦΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΦΧΧΦΧΦΧΦ   р 
 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ bŜǿǎ   ΧΦΧΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦ   с 

 

wŜǇƻǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 9!/ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ DŘŀƵǎƪ 
wŜōŜŎŎŀ .ŜƴƴŜǧ   ΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΦ   у 
 

DƻǊŘƻƴ {ǝǊƭƛƴƎ aŀȄǿŜƭƭΥ мфоу-нлнп 
²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ {Φ Iŀƴǎƻƴ   ΧΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΦΦΧ   ф 
 

aŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ DƻǊŘƻƴ aŀȄǿŜƭƭ 
/ŀǘƘȅ {ǘƻŜǊǘȊ ϧ wƻƎ tŀƭƳŜǊ   ΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦ   мм 
 

!!wD /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ нлнрΥ /ŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ tŀǇŜǊǎ   ΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΧΦΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΦΦΧΧΦΦΧΦ   мн 

 

! [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ {ǳǊǾŜȅ ƛƴ ¦ƪǊŀƛƴŜ ¦ǎƛƴƎ hǇŜƴ-ǎƻǳǊŎŜ {ŀǘŜƭƭƛǘŜ LƳŀƎŜǎΥ  
wŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƻŦ !!wDΩǎ ¦ƪǊŀƛƴŜ ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ DǊƻǳǇ  
wƻƎ tŀƭƳŜǊΣ ±ŀƭŜǊƛŜ ²ŀǊŘΣ aŀǊǝƴ CƻǿƭŜǊ ϧ hƭŜƪǎŀƴŘǊ YŀǊƛŀƪŀ   ΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦ  мо 
 

CǊƻƳ !ƛǊ ŀƴŘ DǊƻǳƴŘΥ LƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ ƴƻƴ-ŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǝǾŜ tǊƻǎǇŜŎǝƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ wŜπ
Ƴŀƛƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CƻǊƳŜǊ aƻƴŀǎǘŜǊȅ ƛƴ aǸƴŎƘǎƳǸƴǎǘŜǊ ό.ŀǾŀǊƛŀΣ DŜǊƳŀƴȅύ 
wƻƭŀƴŘ [ƛƴŎƪ ϧ CƭƻǊƛŀƴ .ŜŎƪŜǊ    ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΦ  мф 
 

! ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ bŜƻƭƛǘƘƛŎ ΨǊƻƴŘŜƭΩ ƛƴ CǊŀƴŎƻƴƛŀΚ 
!ƴŘǊŜŀǎ {ǘŜƭŜΣ Lƭȅŀǎ ¸ŀƴōǳƪƘǝƴΣ !ȊŀƳŀǘ ½ŀƪƛǊƻǾ ϧ wƻƭŀƴŘ [ƛƴŎƪ   ΦΦΧΦΦΦΦΦΧΧ  нт 
 

²ŀȊȊŀǘΚ bǳƳōŜǊ п 
wƻƎ tŀƭƳŜǊ   ΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ  он 
 

5ƻŜǎ !ƴȅƻƴŜ wŜŀŘ !!wDƴŜǿǎΚ 
aŀǊǝƴ CƻǿƭŜǊ   ΦΦΦΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦ  оп 
 

[ƻƻƪŀƭƛƪŜ ΦΦΦ   ΧΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦ  ос 
 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ !!wDƴŜǿǎ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜΥ !ǇǊƛƭ нлнр  
aŀǊǝƴ CƻǿƭŜǊ   ΧΧΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΦΧΦΦΧΧ  от 
 

bƻǝŎŜōƻŀǊŘ   ΧΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦ  оф 
 

!ƴŘ Ŭƴŀƭƭȅ ΦΦΦ   ΦΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΦΦΦΦΦ  пл 

 

!!wDƴŜǿǎ ς bƻǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ /ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƻǊǎ   ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧ  пм 

/ƻǾŜǊ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜΥ мфун ǎŀǘŜƭƭƛǘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŜƴƛƎƳŀƴǝŎ 
ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǘǿƻ ōǊƻŀŘƭȅ ǇŀǊŀƭƭŜƭ ōŀƴƪǎ ŜȄǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ 
ƻǾŜǊ мΣрллƳ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƻŦ wǳǎŀƭƛǾƪŀΣ ¦ƪǊŀƛƴŜΦ ¢ƘŜ 
ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƻŦ wƻƎ tŀƭƳŜǊϥǎ ²ŀȊȊŀǘΚ bǳƳōŜǊ п 
ŀǊǝŎƭŜ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜǎ мо-му ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜΦ YI-ф I9·!Dhb ƛƳŀƎŜ 
ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦{ DŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ {ǳǊǾŜȅΦ 9ƴǝǘȅ L5Υ5о/мнмт-
млллтоCлнрΦ 

/ƻǇȅǊƛƎƘǘ  

/ƻǇȅǊƛƎƘǘ ϭ ƛƴ !!wDƴŜǿǎ ǊŜǎǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎΦ  

¦ƴƭŜǎǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŬŜŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜΣ 
ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƻǇŜƴ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ 
ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

/ǊŜŀǝǾŜ /ƻƳƳƻƴǎΣ !ǧǊƛōǳǝƻƴ ƭƛŎŜƴŎŜ     
ό// .¸ύΦ 

¢ƘŜ ǾƛŜǿǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴǎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ 
!!wDƴŜǿǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ Řƻ 
ƴƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ǊŜƅŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎƛŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƻǊ 
Ǉƻǎƛǝƻƴ ƻŦ !!wDΦ  

mailto:editoraargnews@gmail.com
https://www.zotero.org/groups/5029136/aarg_news/library
https://www.zotero.org/groups/5029136/aarg_news/library
https://aargonline.com/wp/
https://aargonline.com/wp/
https://www.oscr.org.uk/about-charities/search-the-register/charity-details?number=SC023162
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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 aarg !ŜǊƛŀƭ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ 
wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ DǊƻǳǇ 

9ŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ 

 

aŀǊǝƴ CƻǿƭŜǊ м 

ϭ ¢ƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΦ !!wDƴŜǿǎ ƛǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ 

ǘƘŜ !ŜǊƛŀƭ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ DǊƻǳǇΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ŀǊǝŎƭŜ 

ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ǊŜŀπ

ǝǾŜ /ƻƳƳƻƴǎΣ !ǧǊƛōǳǝƻƴ [ƛŎŜƴŎŜ ό// .¸ύΣ 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǎ ǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ 

ƳŜŘƛǳƳΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ 

ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ ŎƛǘŜŘΦ 

м ŜŘƛǘƻǊŀŀǊƎƴŜǿǎϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

W elcome to the latest issue of  AARGnews. We hope that you 

will enjoy reading its varied and 

interesting content. 

!!wDƴŜǿǎ ƛǎ тлΗ 

Well, not quite. This is the 70th issue of 

AARGnews to appear since the first 

edition in September 1990. Originally a 

paper product envisioned to be a 

cheaply produced newsletter on matters 

archaeological and aerial 2, AARGnews 

has since evolved into a digital PDF 

periodical that includes full-colour 

illustrations. Publishing a mixture of 

news, commentaries, and peer-reviewed 

technical and research articles, it is 

positioned in the middle ground 

between an informal group newsletter 

and a formal academic journal.  

As shown in the infographic, over 

the past 35 years AARGnews has 

published over 800 articles written by  

over 330 different authors. From the 

citation analysis reported on pages 34-

36 of this issue, 140 articles have been 

cited in the literature a total of 841 

times, leading to an estimated h-index, a 

measure of a journal's quality, of 13. 

Whilst the index is by no means as high 

as top-tier  journals such as Antiquity or 

Archaeological Prospection, it does 

suggest that AARGnews is a credible 

publication making a moderate 

impact on the subject of aerial 

archaeology. So do please consider 

contributing something to our pages! 

 

wŜŀŘŜǊ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ 

While we know that AARGnews is 

being downloaded and cited, the low 

response rate to reader feedback 

surveys suggests there is room for 

improvement in engaging with you, 

our readership. Indeed, we donôt 

really know whether you are 

thoroughly engaging with the content 

or merely skimming through it. Or are 

you just downloading an issue and 

saving it for future reference (or for a 

rainy day)?  

To try and address this issue, the 

editorial team is working on enhancing 

our communication and outreach 

efforts. We are issuing regular Spotlight 

emails to draw attention to AARGnews 

content and are raising awareness of the 

publication to university libraries in 

order to better engage with academia. 

We are also looking to raise the profile 

with professional bodies, such as the 

various working groups of the 

Chartered Institute for Archaeology. 

We hope that these initiatives will help 

to bring you interesting and varied 

content in the future. 

If you have any suggestions how to 

improve AARGnews, please consider 

contacting us either directly or through 

the readership survey on the next page. 

 

bƻǿ ǿƛǘƘ ŀŘŘŜŘ ƘȅǇŜǊƭƛƴƪǎΗ 

Starting with this issue, hyperlinks have 

been introduced on the contents page 

that take you directly to the relevant 

article. You can then return back to the 

table of contents page by clicking on 

the top left hand corner of any page as 

shown below. 

We hope that this will help with 

navigating to articles published within 

this and future issues.  

 

.ǳǘ ŀƴ ŜǇƛŎ Ŧŀƛƭ ΦΦΦ 

Following a readerôs suggestion, we 

had hoped to include a section in this 

issue that reported on recent 

publications of interest. Unfortunately, 

н wΦ tŀƭƳŜǊ мффлΣ 9ŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭΦ !!wDƴŜǿǎ мΣ оΦ 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
mailto:editoraargnews@gmail.com
mailto:editoraargnews@gmail.com
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time and external factors conspired 

against us, but we do hope to include the 

section in the next issue. If you are 

interested in helping as a Publications 

and Books Editor, please let us know. 

 

Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜ 

In his Chair's Piece, Ğukasz Banaszek 

touches on the recent publication of the 

European Archaeological Councilôs 

Lidar guidelines, the forthcoming 

AARG 2025 conference in Trondheim, 

and applications to the AARG Fund. 

The In the News section brings you a 

selection of news items that may be of 

interest. Rebecca Bennett reports on the 

26th annual meeting of the  European 

Archaeological Council and includes a 

call from Ğukasz Banaszek for a 

representative from AARG to co-chair 

the Remote Sensing for Archaeology 

Working Party.  If you are interested in 

becoming involved, please contact the 

AARG Chair before the end of May 

2025 to discuss.  

The passing of Gordon Maxwell, a 

pioneer in the development of aerial 

reconnaissance in Scotland, is marked 

by a formal obituary by Bill Hanson 

along with memories of him from Cathy 

Stoertz and Rog Palmer. 

The AARG Ukraine Working Group 

summarise some of their findings of the 

three-year landscape survey of part of 

Ukraine using open source satellite 

imagery. Initiated during the COVID-

19 pandemic, a total of 10,608 

features have been recorded in an area 

of 110 Ĭ 60km, of which 7,639 are 

considered to be archaeological. 

Archaeological studies are 

increasingly multidisciplinary in 

nature and this is reflected in the next 

two articles. Roland Linck and Florian 

Becker describe the use of aerial 

photographs, resistivity and ground-

penetrating radar prospection, and 

Structure-from-Motion imaging to 

investigate the remains of the 

medieval monastery of 

M¿nchsm¿nster, Bavaria. 

Andreas Stele, Ilyas Yanbukhtin, 

Azamat Zakirov and Roland Linck 

use aerial photographs and 

magnetometer surveys to investigate a 

circular ditch enclosure (or órondelô) 

at Sulzheim, Germany. In both cases, 

the different non-invasive techniques 

complement each other to provide a 

greater understanding of the 

archaeology than when used 

separately. 

Reviving the Wazzat? feature that 

last appeared in AARGnews 62, where 

the interpretation of features captured 

on aerial images remain a puzzle, Rog 

Palmer describes an enigmatic feature 

from Ukraine and seeks readers' 

thoughts on what it could be. 

A short article by your editor 

attempting to answer the question Does 

Anyone Read AARGnews? is followed 

by Lookalike ... that takes a leaf out of 

Private Eye to compare two images of 

(possibly) the same subject. 

From the AARGnews Archive looks 

back at what was topical 10, 20, and 30 

years ago.  

Finally, an illustration from the late 

1940s depicting a plan to try and detect 

more of the Mildenhall Treasure from 

the air has recently surfaced on 

Facebook. What do you think of this 

intriguing story? Could there be a grain 

of truth in it? 

 

!!wDƴŜǿǎ тм 

AARGnews 71 is scheduled for 

publication in October 2025 and we 

welcome contributions to the issue. The 

closing date for submissions is 15th 

September 2025, but please get your 

contributions in earlier if you can as that 

will help with the production of the 

issue (and will also help ensure that 

your contribution is included in the 

publication!). 

wŜŀŘŜǊ ŦŜŜŘōŀŎƪ Χ 

We value your feedback! So please 

consider completing this short reader 

feedback survey on the content of this 

issue: AARGnews 70 reader survey. It 

is totally anonymous and will only take 

a minute, but your  replies will help us 

to improve future issues of AARGnews. 

Thank you! 

mailto:aargchair@gmail.com
https://aargonline.com/wp/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/AARGnews62.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf-Bqn4ptlTBwVfCzyKfpnVYmLbWl4vrPHskx5JdF6TPjJQBQ/viewform?usp=dialog
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf-Bqn4ptlTBwVfCzyKfpnVYmLbWl4vrPHskx5JdF6TPjJQBQ/viewform?usp=dialog
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/ƘŀƛǊΩǎ tƛŜŎŜ 

 

in Trondheim. The main networking 

event for aerial archaeologists and 

experts in archaeological remote 

sensing is taking place on 11th-13th 

September 2025 at an accessible and 

modern venue on the cityôs waterfront. 

We all remember that initial plans to 

host the AARG annual conference in 

Norway were put on hold by the 

COVID-19 pandemic, but good things 

come to those who wait. Ole Risbßl, 

our host, has persevered and produced 

an attractive social programme. In 

addition, Ole secured financial support 

from Trßndelag County Municipality, 

NTNU University Museum, 

Department of Archaeology and 

Cultural History, and the Norwegian 

Archaeological Society, which 

together with the cheaper Norwegian 

Krone reduces the conference fee and 

costs for international presenters.  

Some may argue that this is the 

only benefit of having Donald Trump 

at the wheel of the USA, but who 

knows? The recent change of the 

European Archaeological Association 

(EAA) meetingôs form from in-person 

to digital-only, as an unintended result 

of protests in Serbia, is another reason 

to join us in Norway to make the most 

of the lively discussions during the 

scientific and social events. Mind that 

the extended Call for Papers closes on 

15th May 2025 and we will have the 

preliminary programme ready on the 

event website before registration kicks 

off in early June. I look forward to 

seeing many of you in Trondheim! 

The AARG Ukraine Working 

Group recently submitted their second 

report to the Ukrainian journal 

Arheologia thus concluding the work 

of the group in its current form. I 

would like to thank Rog Palmer and 

the team for their amazing work, which 

is summarised in this issue. The group 

is going to discuss their future soon, so 

if you would like to throw in your 

ideas and possibly join the groupôs 

future incarnation, feel free to contact 

Rog or me and I will relay your 

message.  

Earlier this year, the Working Group 

received support from the AARG Fund 

to set up an ArcGIS Online account 

which will be used to host the findings 

over the next few years. As a result of 

the Winter 2025 AARG Fund round, the 

Committee decided to support another 

project investigating archaeology in 

Ukraine by Kseniia Bondar, Roman 

Kozlenko, and Vlad Kozak. The 

application from Kseniia, a long-

standing member of ISAP, and the team 

demonstrates that our cooperation with 

our sister organisation is working well 

and I remind our members that you are 

eligible to apply for ISAP Fund. You 

can read more about the most recent 

AARG Fund projects on page 7 of this 

volume and as a Committee we are glad 

to see a great response to the most 

recent funding call which closed in 

April 2025.  

Looking to the months ahead, the 

Committee will be working primarily on 

delivering the event in Trondheim and 

planning for a major remake of our 

Constitution. Those who joined the last 

yearôs AGM will remember that we 

have found ourselves in a bit of trouble, 

but after sorting the most concerning 

issue in York, we are moving towards 

presenting a new version of the 

Constitution for consultations.  

As per usual, remember that neither 

AARG nor AARGnews can function 

without membersô contributions! 

 

 

_ǳƪŀǎȊ .ŀƴŀǎȊŜƪ м
 

м ŀŀǊƎΦŎƘŀƛǊϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

ϭ ¢ƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΦ !!wDƴŜǿǎ ƛǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ 

ǘƘŜ !ŜǊƛŀƭ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ DǊƻǳǇΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ŀǊǝŎƭŜ 

ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ǊŜŀπ

ǝǾŜ /ƻƳƳƻƴǎΣ !ǧǊƛōǳǝƻƴ [ƛŎŜƴŎŜ ό// .¸ύΣ 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǎ ǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ 

ƳŜŘƛǳƳΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ 

ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ ŎƛǘŜŘΦ 

T he last couple of months brought some exciting news to our 

community as we have seen the 

publication of the Guidelines for the use 

of Airborne Laser Scanning (Lidar) in 

Archaeology launched by the European 

Archaeological Council (EAC). Many 

of our members contributed to the 

delivery of this volume, which came to 

fruition under the editorial oversight of 

Rebecca Bennett and Dave Cowley. 

The publication builds on a project 

led by Chris Gaffney and Rachel Opitz, 

co-chairs of the EAC Remote Working 

Interest Group, and a sector survey done 

by AARG, outcomes of which are 

presented on our YouTube channel. I 

would like to thank everyone involved 

in the production of the guidelines 

which demonstrate AARGôs 

commitment to connect researchers and 

professionals across Europe, as well as 

our groupôs position in the wider 

archaeological and heritage landscape. I 

encourage you to read Rebeccaôs report 

from the EAC Conference in GdaŒsk 

where the book was premiered. If you 

are interested in learning more about the 

guidelines, feel free to join us for a 

virtual book launch happening in early 

May 2025 with details of the event on 

page 7 of the In the News section. 

In April 2025, we opened the Call 

for Papers for the AARG 2025 meeting 

https://aargonline.com/wp/events/aarg2025-trondheim/#registration
mailto:aarg.chair@gmail.com
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KkbeaysrVwQ&list=PLrYO-I-MkWcgIlLpE96AKnwvCtJY6lQe4&index=7
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!!wD нлнр 

AARGôs 2025 International Aerial 

Archaeology Conference will take 

place in Trondheim, Norway, on 11th ï 

12th September 2025, with a field trip 

on 13th September. Organised by Ole 

Risbßl as the Conference Secretary, 

together with financial support from 

Trßndelag County Municipality and 

the Norwegian University of Science 

and Technology University Museum, 

Department of Archaeology and 

Cultural History, the conference will 

include presentations and posters 

aligning with the following themes: 
 

¶  Aerial Archaeology of the High 

Latitude Landscapes. 

¶  Aerial Approach to Identifying 

Heritage Threats, Site Monitoring, 

and Recovery. 

¶  Citizen Science. 

¶  Technical Developments. 

¶  Open Call. 

Further details can be found on 

page 12 of this issue and on the 

conference website. 

 

 

Wƻƛƴǘ !!wDκL{!t ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ 

ƳŜŜǝƴƎ 

On 6th February 2025, the AARG 

committee met with their counterparts 

from ISAP, the International Society 

for Archaeological Prospection. One 

of the outcomes of the meeting is to 

try and improve communications 

through the European Association of 

Archaeologists (EAA) channel, 

including advertising the AARG 

conference and AARGnews.  

As mentioned in the last issue, 

both committees have agreed to 

jointly cover the EAA Annual 

Membership expenses for the member 

of one or both groups chairing the 

meetings of the EAA Archaeological 

Prospection Community. It is hoped to 

provide leaflets and/or a stand at the 

upcoming ISAP conference in Ghent, 

15th-20th September, 2025 (see the 

Forthcoming Conferences and  

Meetings box on the next page) to 

ϭ ¢ƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎΦ !!wDƴŜǿǎ ƛǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ 

ǘƘŜ !ŜǊƛŀƭ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ DǊƻǳǇΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ŀǊǝπ

ŎƭŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

/ǊŜŀǝǾŜ /ƻƳƳƻƴǎΣ !ǧǊƛōǳǝƻƴ [ƛŎŜƴŎŜ 

ό// .¸ύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǎ ǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳπ

ǝƻƴ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ƳŜŘƛǳƳΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ 

ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ ŎƛǘŜŘΦ 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ bŜǿǎ 

/ƻƳǇƛƭŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 

!!wDƴŜǿǎ 9ŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ 

¢ŜŀƳ м 

м ŜŘƛǘƻǊŀŀǊƎƴŜǿǎϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

A selection of news items that may of be interest to readers.  

raise the awareness of AARG among the 

archaeological community. 

 

!!wD /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ŀƴŘ ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜǎ 

aŜŜǝƴƎ 

The AARG committee met with the 

Trustees on 26th February 2025 to 

update them on their respective areas of 

responsibility. It was agreed that 

organising future training is a priority 

for the next meeting in June, including 

identifying someone who could take on 

this role and to explore how to approach 

a new training school. 

 

!!wDƴŜǿǎ ½ƻǘŜǊƻ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ 

Following the resolution of a technical 

issue, the AARGnews Zotero library has 

now been updated to include the 

contents of all issues published to date. 

For articles published from AARGnews 

67 onwards, hyperlinks are provided to 

directly download the issue containing 

the article, so you donôt need to go to 

the AARG website to access these 

issues. We hope to progressively extend 

this functionality to earlier issues in due 

course. 

 

!!wD ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ŘǊƻƴŜ 

ƳŀƎƴŜǘƻƳŜǘǊȅ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ 

A bid to the AARG Fund by Dr Kseniia 

Bondar of the Institute of Geophysics at 

the Polish Academy of Sciences for a 

trial of a drone-based magnetometer has 

recently been approved by the AARG 

Committee. The project covers the use 

of the MinesEye drone-based system to 

survey two Roman forts in the Mykolaiv 

region of southern Ukraine, one of 

which was recently identified using 

https://aargonline.com/wp/events/aarg2025-trondheim/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
mailto:editoraargnews@gmail.com
https://www.zotero.org/groups/5029136/aarg_news/library
https://aargonline.com/wp/aarg-news/
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CƻǊǘƘŎƻƳƛƴƎ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ aŜŜǝƴƎǎ 

нлнр 

пǘƘ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ !ŜǊƛŀƭ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅΣ нлǘƘ-ноǊŘ aŀȅ нлнрΣ 

wƻƳŜΣ LǘŀƭȅΦ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΥ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦŀǊŎƘŜƻƭƻƎƛŀŀŜǊŜŀΦƛǘκ

ƛŎŀŀΦƘǘƳƭ 

 

tǊŜƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ 9ǳǊƻǇŀ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ нлнрΥ [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǝǾƛǘȅ ƛƴ 

tǊŜƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ  тǘƘ WǳƴŜ нлнрΣ wŜŀŘƛƴƎΣ ¦YΦ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΥ  ƘǧǇǎΥκκ

ǿǿǿΦǇǊŜƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦƻǊƎκŜǾŜƴǘǎκнлнр-лс-лт 

 

омǎǘ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ !ƴƴǳŀƭ aŜŜǝƴƎΣ оǊŘ-сǘƘ 

{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлнрΣ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ƻƴƭƛƴŜΦ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΥ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦŜ-ŀ-ŀΦƻǊƎκ

Ŝŀŀнлнр 

 

!!wD нлнрΣ  LƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ !ŜǊƛŀƭ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ммǘƘ-моǘƘ 

{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлнрΣ ¢ǊƻƴŘƘŜƛƳΣ bƻǊǿŀȅΦ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΥ ƘǧǇǎΥκκ

ŀŀǊƎƻƴƭƛƴŜΦŎƻƳκǿǇκŜǾŜƴǘǎκŀŀǊƎнлнр-ǘǊƻƴŘƘŜƛƳκ 

 

мсǘƘ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ tǊƻǎǇŜŎǝƻƴΣ мрǘƘ-нлǘƘ 

{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΣ нлнрΣ DƘŜƴǘΣ .ŜƭƎƛǳƳΦ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΥ ƘǧǇǎΥκκ

ǿǿǿΦǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǘΦǳƎŜƴǘΦōŜκƛŎŀǇнлнрκ 

 

сǘƘ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ LƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ [ƛŘŀǊ 

ό¢w!L[ύ ƳŜŜǝƴƎΣ  нуǘƘ-олǘƘ hŎǘƻōŜǊΣ нлнрΣ tƻǎǘƻƧƴŀΣ {ƭƻǾŜƴƛŀΦ aŜŜǝƴƎ 

ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΥ  ƘǧǇǎΥκκǘǊŀƛƭΦȊǊŎ-ǎŀȊǳΦǎƛκ 

 

/ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ bŜǿ ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŜǎ ό/Ib¢ύΣ оǊŘ-рǘƘ 

bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлнрΣ ±ƛŜƴƴŀΣ !ǳǎǘǊƛŀΦ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΥ  ƘǧǇǎΥκκŎƘƴǘΦŀǘκ 

satellite imagery. If successful, it has 

the potential to add a new capability to 

aerial prospection. We look forward to 

providing more about the project in a 

future issue of AARGnews. 

Other recent recipients of support 

from the AARG Fund include: 

 

¶  2024 The AARG Ukraine 

Working Group to host the results 

of their survey as a freely 

accessible web application using 

ArcGIS Online. See pages 13-18 

of this issue for more information 

¶ 2023 Martin Gussone, Agnes 

Schneider and Martin Fowler to 

cover the cost of scanning 

declassified KH-9 HEXAGON 

satellite photographs of al Hira, 

near Najaf in present-day Iraq. 

See AARGnews 67, 52-66 (2023) 

for more information.  

¶ 2022  The AARG Ukraine 

Working Group for the cost of 

scanning HEXAGON satellite 

photographs of their survey area. 

 

Details of how to apply to the 

AARG Fund for support for projects 

can be found on the AARG website 

https://aargonline.com/wp/grants-

scholarships/.  

 

!!wD ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ƻƴ .ƭǳŜǎƪȅ 

Following ethical concerns with the 

platform, AARG has now paused 

activity on X (formerly known as 

Twitter) and has set up a Bluesky 

account. With nearly 400 followers so 

far, the AARG Bluesky account can be 

accessed here. You can also follow us 

on our Facebook and YouTube 

channels. 

 

9!/ [ƛ5!w DǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ 

March saw the publication of the much 

anticipated Guidelines for the use of 

Airborne Laser Scanning (LIDAR) in 

Archaeology by the European 

Archaeological Council. Edited by 

Rebecca Bennett and Dave Cowley, it 

represents a significant contribution to 

the field of Airborne Laser Scanning in 

archaeology/heritage studies. Compiled 

by 49 experts, most of whom are 

AARG members,  from over 30 

countries in Europe, it builds on 

the EAC/AARG/ISAP sector survey 

undertaken a couple of years ago and is  

available for download free of charge. 

A virtual book launch will take place 

on Zoom on Wednesday 7th May at 

5.30pm (BST) hosted by AARG. If you 

are unable to attend, the launch will be 

posted on the AARG YouTube channel. 

 

¢w!L[ ±LΣ нлнр  

Ģiga Kokalj writes:  The 6th Training 

and Research in the Archaeological 

Interpretation of Lidar (TRAIL) meeting, 

will focus on heavily cultivated, mainly 

lowland, landscapes where archaeo-

logical remains have been flattened and 

largely removed and will consider the 

https://www.archeologiaaerea.it/icaa.html
https://www.archeologiaaerea.it/icaa.html
https://www.prehistoricsociety.org/events/2025-06-07
https://www.prehistoricsociety.org/events/2025-06-07
https://www.e-a-a.org/eaa2025
https://www.e-a-a.org/eaa2025
https://aargonline.com/wp/events/aarg2025-trondheim/
https://aargonline.com/wp/events/aarg2025-trondheim/
https://www.prospect.ugent.be/icap2025/
https://www.prospect.ugent.be/icap2025/
https://trail.zrc-sazu.si/
https://chnt.at/
https://aargonline.com/wp/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/AARGnews67.pdf
https://aargonline.com/wp/grants-scholarships/
https://aargonline.com/wp/grants-scholarships/
https://bsky.app/profile/aerialarchaeology.bsky.social
https://www.facebook.com/aerialarchaeologyresearchgroup/
https://www.youtube.com/@aerialarchaeology
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KkbeaysrVwQ&list=PLrYO-I-MkWcgIlLpE96AKnwvCtJY6lQe4&index=8
https://zenodo.org/records/14609210
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88155703409
https://www.youtube.com/@aerialarchaeology
https://trail.zrc-sazu.si/
https://trail.zrc-sazu.si/
https://trail.zrc-sazu.si/
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role of ALS data in studying farmed 

landscapes of all periods. 

TRAIL Meetings bring together an 

international, interdisciplinary group of 

scientists, professionals, and post-

graduate students for interactive 

workshops, case studies, poster sessions, 

and roundtable discussions, emphasizing 

hands-on learning with a high student-to

-teacher ratio. These residential events 

foster community and collaboration 

through shared accommodations, meals, 

and a vibrant social program including 

an international potluck. 

The meeting will be in Postojna, 

Slovenia, 28thï30th October, 2025. 

 

¦ƪǊŀƛƴŜ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ 

The survey by the AARG Ukraine 

Working Group of a 6,600 sq km area 

of Ukraine (~1% of the total area of 

the country) using open source 

satellite images is now complete and an 

article describing the findings has been 

submitted for publication in the 

Ukrainian journal Arheologia. 

wŜǇƻǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 9!/ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ DŘŀƵǎƪ 

wŜōŜŎŎŀ .ŜƴƴŜǧ м 

м ǊŜōŜŎŎŀϪǇǳǎƘƛƴƎǘƘŜǎŜƴǎƻǊǎΦŎƻƳ 

O n the 27
th and 28th of March 2025 

the European Archaeological 

Council convened in GdaŒsk, Poland for 

their annual meeting, preceded by the 

hybrid meeting of the EAC Remote 

Sensing for Archaeology Working 

Party. Chris Gaffney and I attended in 

person to launch the EAC10 Guidelines 

for the use of Airborne Laser Scanning 

(Lidar) in Archaeology, with co-chair 

Rachel Opitz dialling in from the US. 

The main topics discussed in the 

remote sensing working party meeting 

were: 

¶ promotion of the ALS guidelines 

(look out for an AARG virtual 

book launch (see page 7 of this 

issue), introductory slide pack, and 

session at the forthcoming TRAIL 

event in the Autumn). 

¶ lessons learnt from the 

collaborative process used to 

develop the guidelines. 

¶ details of the forthcoming project 

to update and refresh the EAC 

Guidelines on Use of Geophysics 

in Archaeology, led by Armin 

Schmidt. 

¶ the schedule for repeating the 

ñprofiling the professionò 

surveys. 

The theme of the main conference 

was the value of archives, their 

accessibility and re-use for heritage 

management. In addition to a 

programme of excellent papers from 

across the continent, members 

participated in interactive workshops 

looking at future priorities for the 

EAC. These focused on four areas: 

Heritage Crime, Sustainability, 

Landscape, and Citizen Science and 

were an engaging start to the meeting. 

The representation of specialists in 

the field of remote sensing at these 

discussions, in the main meeting 

programme and via the production of 

the guideline documents, is key to 

raising the profile of airborne and 

ground-based techniques in the broader 

heritage management community and I 

would encourage AARG members to 

get involved. 

 

!!wD ϧ 9!/ 

Ğukasz Banaszek adds: After four years 

of acting as co-chair of the EAC 

working group, Rachel has let us know 

that she will be stepping down and the 

AARG Committee would like to extend 

our grateful thanks for her work to 

represent the group.  

The Remote Sensing for 

Archaeology Working Party is a pro-

active group which does much to raise 

the profile of our expertise and special 

interest in the wider European heritage 

management community, and is well 

regarded and supported by the EAC. 

We believe that it is beneficial both to 

EAC and AARG for the representatives 

of the latter to be sitting at the table of 

the former. If you are interested in 

becoming involved as co-chair to 

represent AARG, please contact the 

AARG Chair by the end of May 2025 

to discuss. As an organisation, we will 

support you in this role and we can 

work out the details as and when. 

A report on the 26th annual meeting of the  European Archaeological Council and a 

call for a representative from AARG to co-chair the Remote Sensing for 

Archaeology Working Party.  

¢ƘŜ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ƳŀƎƴƛŬŎŜƴǘ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ !Ǌǘǳǎ /ƻǳǊǘΦ tƘƻǘƻΥ wŜōŜŎŎŀ .ŜƴƴŜǧΦ 

ϭ ¢ƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΦ !!wDƴŜǿǎ ƛǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ 

ǘƘŜ !ŜǊƛŀƭ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ DǊƻǳǇΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ŀǊǝπ

ŎƭŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

/ǊŜŀǝǾŜ /ƻƳƳƻƴǎ Σ !ǧǊƛōǳǝƻƴ [ƛŎŜƴŎŜ 

ό// .¸ύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǎ ǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳπ

ǝƻƴ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ƳŜŘƛǳƳΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ 

ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ ŎƛǘŜŘΦ 

mailto:rebecca@pushingthesensors.com
https://zenodo.org/records/14609210
https://zenodo.org/records/14609210
https://zenodo.org/records/14609210
https://trail.zrc-sazu.si/
mailto:aargchair@gmail.com
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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volunteering on various Roman 

excavations.   

Gordon thrived at St Andrews and 

enjoyed university life to the full.  In 

his third year he took the opportunity 

to combine his love of Scots with his 

love of Greek by persuading one of 

his lecturers, the poet and prominent 

Scottish Nationalist, Douglas Young, 

to translate Aristophanesô comedy The 

Frogs into Scots verse.  Gordon both 

produced and appeared in the 

premi¯re of the resulting play, The 

Puddocks, as well as co-designing the 

cover of Youngôs self-published text.  

In his final year he was so busy 

masterminding the entertainment at 

ϭ ¢ƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΦ !!wDƴŜǿǎ ƛǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ 

ǘƘŜ !ŜǊƛŀƭ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ DǊƻǳǇΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ŀǊǝπ

ŎƭŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

/ǊŜŀǝǾŜ /ƻƳƳƻƴǎ Σ !ǧǊƛōǳǝƻƴ [ƛŎŜƴŎŜ 

ό// .¸ύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǎ ǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳπ

ǝƻƴ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ƳŜŘƛǳƳΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ 

ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ ŎƛǘŜŘΦ 

G ordon Stirling Maxwell was a pioneer in the development of 

aerial reconnaissance for archaeology 

in Scotland, discovering over a dozen 

Roman forts and fortlets, twice that 

number of Roman temporary camps 

and numerous Iron Age settlements.  

A true Scot with a wry and somewhat 

mischievous sense of humour, he took 

particular pleasure in choosing place 

names for some of his Roman 

discoveries that his English colleagues 

might find more difficult to 

pronounce, such as the forts at 

Drumquhassle, near Drymen, and 

Inverquharity, near Kirriemuir.   

Born in Edinburgh in March 1938 

and brought up near the flightpath to 

Turnhouse aerodrome, Gordon 

developed an early passion for aircraft 

and flying, a theme that was to play 

such a prominent part in his later life.  

As a schoolboy he joined the air 

cadets and experienced his first flight 

in a Tiger Moth.  Despite suffering 

from severe air sickness, which he 

endured throughout his life, his 

enthusiasm for flying remained 

undimmed.  Though he read Classics 

at the University of St Andrews, he 

fostered his interest in archaeology 

and developed his experience by 

the autumn ball that he neglected to find 

a partner for himself.  A friend stepped 

in and, via his own girlfriend, found one 

for him, Kathleen King, a Londoner 

reading French.  This blind date proved 

so successful that they were married two 

years later in 1961 after she too had 

graduated. 

Following a year at Moray House 

College of Education, Gordon taught 

Classics at Madras College, St Andrews.  

Here he was able to fulfil his love of 

archaeology in his spare time and began 

to undertake his own excavations during 

the vacations, first at Crawford Roman 

fort in Lanarkshire and then at 

DƻǊŘƻƴ {ǝǊƭƛƴƎ aŀȄǿŜƭƭΥ 
мфоу ς нлнп    

 

²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ {Φ Iŀƴǎƻƴ м 
м  ǿƛƭƭƛŀƳΦƘŀƴǎƻƴϪƎƭŀǎƎƻǿΦŀŎΦǳƪ 

 

Gordon Maxwell was a pioneer of aerial reconnaissance in Scotland. In this piece, 

Bill Hanson, his friend and colleague, gives a brief overview of his life and work. 

DƻǊŘƻƴ aŀȄǿŜƭƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŀ wƻƳŀƴ ŀǊƳȅ ǊŜ-ŜƴŀŎǘƳŜƴǘ ƎǊƻǳǇ όǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǘƘŜ 9ǊƳƛƴŜ 

{ǘǊŜŜǘ DǳŀǊŘύ ŀǘ bŜǿǎǘŜŀŘ ƛƴ нлллΦ tƘƻǘƻ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ǎƭƛŘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴΦ  

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
mailto:sally.evans@historicengland.org.uk
mailto:william.hanson@glasgow.ac.uk
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Drumcarrow Iron Age settlement near 

St Andrews.  
He joined the Royal Commission 

on the Ancient and Historical 

Monuments of Scotland as an 

Investigator in 1964.  Here he played a 

key role in the production of the 

traditional, magisterial accounts of 

archaeological sites, the so-called 

Inventories, for Argyll and 

Lanarkshire.  He continued that work 

on later Inventories, but in an 

increasingly editorial capacity as he 

rose in seniority, being appointed Head 

of Archaeology for the Commission in 

1991. 

Each autumn for many years 

Gordon had accompanied J.K.S. St. 

Joseph to help with the ground 

checking and selective minor 

excavation of new discoveries made 

during CUCAPôs regular 

reconnaissance flights in lowland areas 

of Scotland.  He was thus well 

qualified by the time he was able to 

establish the Royal Commissionôs own 

comprehensive programme of aerial 

survey in 1976. This he continued to 

direct until his early retirement in 

1995.   

Gordon made so many important 

new discoveries that his personal 

impact on the archaeological record, 

particularly for the prehistoric and 

early historic periods, was dramatic, 

completely transforming our 

understanding of Scotland's lowland 

heritage.  This was rightly celebrated 

by the dedication to him of a volume of 

papers entitled From the Air. 

Understanding aerial archaeology and, 

subsequently, the conferring of an 

honorary professorship by his alma 

mater. 

Gordon not only found new sites, 

but put them into their wider academic 

context.  A Romanist at heart, he is 

particularly well known for his co-

authorship of what still remains the 

standard text on Romeôs most northerly 

frontier, the Antonine Wall, published 

in 1983.  This was followed in 1989 by 

a more general book on the Romans in 

Scotland and a detailed consideration 

of the evidence for the famous battle of 

Mons Graupius in 1990.  

He is universally remembered by 

colleagues as an erudite and very 

kindly gentleman, who made staff feel 

valued no matter how junior their 

position.  He was particularly helpful 

to those in the early stages of their 

careers, whom he fostered and trained.  

A simple query addressed to him 

would often end up as a master class 

in aerial photographic interpretation. 

In his spare time he was a 

dedicated and accomplished gardener.  

Having identified a semi-derelict half-

acre plot of land in the picturesque 

village of Aberdour in Fife in the 

1970s, Gordon and his wife Kathleen 

set about building a home for 

themselves and their two daughters, 

Amanda and Rebecca.  Many happy 

weekends were spent slashing and 

burning, while the children ran about, 

hidden by the remaining undergrowth.  

Large bonfires were needed, whose 

sites eventually became the 

foundations of three herbaceous island 

beds.  Every pathway they created led 

you further around this magic garden 

with something of interest to see 

throughout the year.  The garden had 

its own website and was deemed 

sufficiently impressive to be opened 

to the public for a few days each year 

to raise funds for charity.  It even 

featured on BBC Scotlandôs The 

Beechgrove Garden in 1999.  

Gordon remained passionate about 

archaeology long after he had retired.  

He continued to undertake aerial 

surveys for a short time and opened 

some new areas of investigation.  He 

recognised that the supposed frontier 

earthwork in Perthshire, the Cleaven 

Dyke, lacked the expected regularity of 

a Roman work.  Subsequent survey 

and excavation, in which he played an 

important part, proved it to be the best-

preserved Neolithic bank barrow in 

Britain.   

He was always very active in his 

local community.  He played Santa at 

Christmas parties for the youth club 

and famously featured as the BT 

yellow mascot, Buzby, at the front of a 

village sports day parade.  Meanwhile, 

he continued to share his passion for 

archaeology through lectures, 

community talks and school visits. 

In his final years, Gordon lived 

with the effects of dementia, which he 

managed stoically and with typical 

derogatory humour until his death on 

19th November 2024 aged 86.  He is 

survived by his wife and their two 

daughters. 

DƻǊŘƻƴ aŀȄǿŜƭƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ΨCǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ !ƛǊΥ 

¦ƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ !ŜǊƛŀƭ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅΩ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƘƻƴƻǳǊΦ tƘƻǘƻΥ .ŜŎƪȅ WƻƴŜǎΦ 
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ϭ ¢ƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎΦ !!wDƴŜǿǎ ƛǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ 

ǘƘŜ !ŜǊƛŀƭ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ DǊƻǳǇΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ŀǊǝŎƭŜ 

ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ǊŜŀπ

ǝǾŜ /ƻƳƳƻƴǎΣ !ǧǊƛōǳǝƻƴ [ƛŎŜƴŎŜ ό// .¸ύΣ 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǎ ǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ 

ƳŜŘƛǳƳΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ 

ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ ŎƛǘŜŘΦ 

aŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ DƻǊŘƻƴ aŀȄǿŜƭƭ 

/ŀǘƘȅ {ǘƻŜǊǘȊ м 
м ŎŀǘƘȅΦǎǘƻŜǊǘȊϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

G ordon Maxwell was one of the first senior figures I encountered 

when I joined the world of aerial 

archaeology nearly 50 years ago. He 

proved to be one of the most accessible 

of the fieldôs leading lights: immensely 

learned, eloquent but modest ï and one 

of the kindest people Iôve ever met. In 

the late 1970s I was still fairly new to 

Britain, and found the world of British 

academia and ñofficialò archaeology 

much more formal and hierarchical than 

the American university from which I 

had recently graduated. But, at a time 

when the divide between professors and 

students, managers and staff, old and 

young could seem very rigid, Gordon 

was always welcoming, easy to talk to 

and genuinely happy to share his 

knowledge and exchange ideas about 

archaeology, photo interpretation and 

much more besides.  

Our paths crossed most often at 

conferences and AARG meetings, 

where Gordonôs lectures were always 

a treat, delivered apparently 

effortlessly and illustrated with 

wonderful photos. My fondest 

memory of his skills as a speaker 

comes from AARG 1998. In a session 

called Images of History, Gordon 

spoke on Impulse of Delight: aerial 

enlightenment and archaeology in 

Scotland. The expected bravura 

performance flowed forth ï elegantly 

informative, stunningly illustrated, and 

delivered without recourse to notes. At 

the end of his allotted 45 minutes (we 

were very generous in those days!), 

without having to be given the ñtimeôs 

upò warning from the chair, he 

concluded with a charming flourish and 

left the stage. Only when I glanced at his 

carousel of slides did I see that it was 

still half full. Gordon had only got 

through half of his selected images, so 

had quite possibly only delivered half of 

his talk ï and yet what weôd heard had 

been clear and entertaining, made 

perfect sense and finished exactly on 

time. 

Cathy Stoertz remembers an immensely learned, eloquent but modest leading light 

of aerial archaeology. 

wƻƎ tŀƭƳŜǊ н 
н ǊƻƎΦǇŀƭƳŜǊлϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

A great storyteller doesnôt get his lunch! 

G ordon was a great storyteller who I possibly first met when I was 

invited to join the CBA's 'Aerial 

Archaeology Committee'.3 We used to 

have occasional phone chats in the early 

days of AARG and in one of those I told 

him that in a recent chat with St Joseph, 

he referred to 'young Maxwell'. His 

reply - "He calls you 'young Palmer' 

too". On another occasion, CUCAP had 

disposed of copies of old six-inch maps 

that the OS had given St J way back in 

prehistory. Chris Evans had grabbed the 

Cambridgeshire ones before I could get 

at them, but I grabbed Hampshire-

Wiltshire (for old times' sake) and 

Northumberland as I was doing a 

project for Clive Waddington around 

Milfield at the time. On one of those 

maps was a pencil note 'good teas' in St 

J's handwriting. I mentioned that to 

Gordon who responded with memories 

of his first field trip with St J. At that 

time, Gordon was probably working for 

RCAHMS but, more importantly, he 

had transport (as St J didn't drive). Off 

they went and Gordon was beginning to 

feel hungry when St J said, "Shall we 

stop for lunch?". Good, thought 

Gordon, his mental map coming into 

play working out where the nearest pub 

may be. "Pull in here" said St J, 

pointing at a wider part of the road, and 

then proceeded to bring out a box of 

sandwiches and munch his way through 

them while Gordon sat and rumbled. 

The point being - said Gordon - that it 

was very unlikely that St J would have 

written 'good teas' on a map of 

anywhere as he always carried his own! 

о {ŜŜΥ 5Φ wΦ ²ƛƭǎƻƴ мффлΣ Ψ/.!  !ŜǊƛŀƭ 

!ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜΩ !!wDƴŜǿǎ мΣ тΦ  
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hǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ !ŜǊƛŀƭ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ DǊƻǳǇ ό!!wDύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 

!ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ ŀƴŘ /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ IƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ bƻǊǿŜƎƛŀƴ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ 

 

¢ƘŜ !!wD /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ ŀƴŘ /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ IƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ bƻǊǿŜƎƛŀƴ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ 
ŀƴŘ ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅΣ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇŀǇŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ нлнр LƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ !ŜǊƛŀƭ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ 
/ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ ммǘƘ ŀƴŘ мнǘƘ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлнр ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 5ƻƪƪƘǳǎŜǘΣ ¢ǊƻƴŘƘŜƛƳΣ bƻǊǿŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŬŜƭŘ ǘǊƛǇ ƻƴ 
моǘƘ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлнрΦ  

²Ŝ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǊŀƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴǎ όнл Ƴƛƴǎύ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǎǘŜǊǎ ό!м ǇƻǊǘǊŀƛǘύ ŀƭƛƎƴƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳŜǎΥ 

 

!ŜǊƛŀƭ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IƛƎƘ [ŀǝǘǳŘŜ [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ǇŀǇŜǊǎ ƻƴ ŀŜǊƛŀƭ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ ŀƴŘ 

ǊŜƳƻǘŜ ǎŜƴǎƛƴƎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bƻǊŘƛŎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǇƻƭŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǎǳōŀǊŎǝŎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎΦ tŀǇŜǊǎ 

Ƴŀȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀƛǊōƻǊƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŀŎŜōƻǊƴŜ ǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǇǊŜƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŘƛŜǾŀƭ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜǎ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 

ǘǳƴŘǊŀΣ ǘŀƛƎŀΣ ƻǊ ōƻǊŜŀƭ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛƴǾŜǎǝƎŀǝƴƎ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ƻǊ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ 

ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΦ 

!ŜǊƛŀƭ !ǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ LŘŜƴǝŦȅƛƴƎ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ¢ƘǊŜŀǘǎΣ {ƛǘŜ aƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ wŜŎƻǾŜǊȅΦ tǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǎŜŀ 

ƭŜǾŜƭǎΣ ƳƻǊŜ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ǎǘƻǊƳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎŜƭŜǊŀǝƴƎ ŘŜǎŜǊǝŬŎŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ƘŀƴŘ ǎƛŘŜ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ 

ǳǊōŀƴ ǎǇǊŀǿƭΣ ƛƴǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŦŀǊƳƛƴƎΣ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŎƻƴƅƛŎǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀǎǎ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǊŜ ŀũŜŎǝƴƎ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘƘŜƳŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŜƴŎƻƳǇŀǎǎ Ƙƻǿ ŀŜǊƛŀƭ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜǎ ŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ 

ǎǘǳŘȅ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǎƛǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜǎ ƛƴ ŦǊŀƎƛƭŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ Ŏƻŀǎǘŀƭ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘǎΣ ŎƻƴƅƛŎǘ ȊƻƴŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ 

ǿƘŜǊŜ ǳƴǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǎŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ 

ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅΦ 

/ƛǝȊŜƴ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘƘŜƳŜ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǝǾŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ŎƛǝȊŜƴ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŀŜǊƛŀƭ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅΣ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǝƴƎ 

Ƙƻǿ ŘǊƻƴŜǎΣ ǎŀǘŜƭƭƛǘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƛǊōƻǊƴŜ ƭƛŘŀǊ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ǘƻ ǳƴŎƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ƘƛŘŘŜƴ 

ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΦ tŀǇŜǊǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘŜƳŜ Ƴŀȅ ŎƻǾŜǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǝƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ 

ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎǘǎΣ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻƻƭǎΣ ŎǊƻǿŘ-ǎƻǳǊŎŜŘ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ-ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΦ  

¢ŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘǎΦ bŜǿ ǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǝƻƴ ƳŜǘƘƻŘǎΣ Řŀǘŀ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ ŀƭƎƻǊƛǘƘƳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜǎ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅ 

ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ŀŜǊƛŀƭ ǎǳǊǾŜȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘƘŜƳŜ Ƴŀȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊǎ ƻƴ ƴƻǾŜƭ ǎŜƴǎƻǊǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ 

¦!±ǎΦ Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ŜƴŎƻƳǇŀǎǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ !ǊǝŬŎƛŀƭ LƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ōƛƎ Řŀǘŀ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǊƎŜ-ǎŎŀƭŜ 

ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ŘŜǘŜŎǝƻƴΦ hǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǇŜǊǎ Ƴŀȅ ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎŜ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜ 

ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ Řŀǘŀ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭƛǎŀǝƻƴ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪƅƻǿǎΦ 

hǇŜƴ /ŀƭƭΦ ²Ŝ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ŎƻǾŜǊ ŀ ǿƛŘŜ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ 

ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜǎ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǝƴƎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŀŜǊƛŀƭ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘǎΦ tŀǇŜǊǎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴ Ŏŀƭƭ ǿƛƭƭ 

ōŜ ƎǊƻǳǇŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜƳŜΦ 

 

¢ƻ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǝǘƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŀōǎǘǊŀŎǘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ 

¢ƘŜ ŎƭƻǎƛƴƎ ŘŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ ƛǎ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ мрǘƘ aŀȅ нлнрΦ 

 

¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŬƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ǊǄƴŘŜƭŀƎ /ƻǳƴǘȅ aǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ b¢b¦ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 

aǳǎŜǳƳΣ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ ŀƴŘ /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ IƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ 

https://aargonline.com/wp/
https://www.ntnu.edu/iak
https://www.ntnu.edu/iak
https://www.ntnu.edu/
https://www.openstreetmap.org/search?query=dokkhuset%20trondheim#map=14/63.43218/10.42229
https://aargonline.com/wp/events/aarg2025-trondheim/
https://www.trondelagfylke.no/
https://www.ntnu.edu/iak
https://www.ntnu.edu/iak
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! [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ {ǳǊǾŜȅ ƛƴ ¦ƪǊŀƛƴŜ ¦ǎƛƴƎ       

hǇŜƴ-ǎƻǳǊŎŜ {ŀǘŜƭƭƛǘŜ LƳŀƎŜǎΥ  

wŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƻŦ !!wDΩǎ ¦ƪǊŀƛƴŜ ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ DǊƻǳǇ  

  

 

ϭ ¢ƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎΦ !!wDƴŜǿǎ ƛǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ 

ǘƘŜ !ŜǊƛŀƭ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ DǊƻǳǇΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ŀǊǝŎƭŜ 

ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ǊŜŀπ

ǝǾŜ /ƻƳƳƻƴǎΣ !ǧǊƛōǳǝƻƴ [ƛŎŜƴŎŜ ό// .¸ύΣ 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǎ ǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ 

ƳŜŘƛǳƳΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ 

ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ ŎƛǘŜŘΦ 

wƻƎ tŀƭƳŜǊ м 

±ŀƭŜǊƛŜ ²ŀǊŘ н  

aŀǊǝƴ CƻǿƭŜǊ о 

ŀƴŘ 

hƭŜƪǎŀƴŘǊ YŀǊƛŀƪŀ п  
м ǊƻƎΦǇŀƭƳŜǊлϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ  
н ǾŀƭŜǊƛŜΦŎΦǿŀǊŘϪƘƻǘƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ  
о ŘŀƴŜōǳǊȅнмсϪƘƻǘƳŀƛƭΦŎƻΦǳƪ  
п ŀƪŀǊƧŀƪŀϪǳƪǊΦƴŜǘ  

LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴ  

T his note is to report on a three-

year project that was undertaken 

by a Working Group of AARG and 

begun as a response to Putinôs 

aggressive war on Ukraine. It also 

marks the (probable?) end of the 

Ukraine WG.  

The project aimed to examine an 

area of land with mixed soils that 

covers 110 Ĭ 60km and is mainly in 

Cherkasy Oblast (Figure 1). Our 

source data were Google Earth (GE) 

images (2007 to 2022), supplemented 

by photographs taken in 1982 by the 

now declassified HEXAGON 

satellite. Some earlier CORONA 

photographs were also available. Not 

all image dates showed buried or 

levelled archaeological information 

clearly or at all. Our aim was to identify 

and broadly classify types of 

archaeological features and to create a 

basic dot distribution map and 

accompanying database. This may have 

both archaeological value to Ukrainian 

archaeologists and also demonstrate 

We summarise some results of AARGôs Ukraine Working Group (2022-2025) with 

examples of habitation sites and mounds plus one of the case studies we produced 

to show results of interpretation and mapping in small areas. In addition, there are 

examples of órecent archaeologyô ï former collective farms and abandoned 

villages, of which some have damaged or destroyed earlier features. 

CƛƎǳǊŜ мΦ [ƻŎŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ммл Ȅ слƪƳ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ŀǊŜŀ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ 

ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǳǇǇŜǊ ƳŀǇΦ  

some ways in which aerial or satellite 

images may benefit research in that 

country. 

Data preparation and collection was 

carried out in QGIS and Google Earth 

and later converted for use in an 

ArcGIS Online web application that 

offers scope for interactive questioning 

by ourselves and future users. Our 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
mailto:rog.palmer0@gmail.com
mailto:valerie.c.ward@hotmail.com
mailto:danebury216@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:akarjaka@ukr.net
https://aargonline.com/wp/working-groups/ukraine-wg/
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survey recorded 10,608 features of 

which 7,639 are considered to be 

archaeological (Table 1). A further 447 

features were recorded from the Soviet 

era which are now abandoned or 

destroyed but as órecentô structures they 

may have played a part in destroying or 

damaging older archaeological sites. 

Finally, some 2,522 non-archaeological 

features have been identified, many of 

which have the potential to be confused 

with archaeological features when 

viewed from an airborne perspective.  

A first report was published in the 

Ukrainian journal Arheologia (Palmer et 

al, 2023) and we have recently 

submitted a second from which some 

parts of the following have been 

summarised. 

 

!ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ 

Iŀōƛǘŀǝƻƴ ǎƛǘŜǎ 

We have used the term óhabitationô to 

cover a wide range of forms from the 

purposely planned Neolithic Trypillia 

megasites to the clusters known as óash 

heapsô which occur from the LBA. 

 

¢ǊȅǇƛƭƭƛŀ  

Our area includes several sites of the 

Trypillia culture which often consist of 

two to four concentric rows or 

ócircuitsô of houses around a central 

area. The largest (megasite) may 

approach 450ha. Many were previously 

known and subjected to geophysical 

survey and/or excavation. A database 

prepared by Marco Nebbia (2017a; b) 

listed 499 Trypillia sites of which 60 are 

within our survey area. Locations of 

some were approximate but we were 

able to accurately locate of some of 

those sites. However, many of the small 

ones, less than 0.3ha, were not visible 

on our image set and even three of the 

large megasites were not seen. We 

identified two potential megasites of 

which the concentric rows at Tarasivka 

cover about 100ha (Figure 2). 

 

!ǎƘ ƘŜŀǇǎ  

A predominant and widespread type of 

habitation site is known as óash heapsô 

or óspecial ash depositsô. Their 

composition and forms are debated but 

it is agreed that they form a component 

of habitation sites of LBA and later 

dates. Under the right conditions, they 

show as light patches on satellite 

images.  

CŜŀǘǳǊŜ ¢ȅǇŜ bǳƳōŜǊ 

aƻǳƴŘ тмфс 

aƻǳƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŀǘŜƭƭƛǘŜ млм 

Iŀōƛǘŀǝƻƴ нос 

IƛƭƭŦƻǊǘ мн 

{ƳŀƭƭŜǊ ŜƴŎƭƻǎǳǊŜ мр 

CƛŜƭŘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ор 

hǘƘŜǊ пп 

¢ƻǘŀƭ тΣсоф 

¢ŀōƭŜ мΦ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƛŘŜƴǝŬŜŘ 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ŀǊŜŀ ŦǊƻƳ DƻƻƎƭŜ 9ŀǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ 

I9·!Dhb ƛƳŀƎŜǊȅΦ 

CƛƎǳǊŜ нΦ  ! ǇƻǘŜƴǝŀƭ ¢ǊȅǇƛƭƭƛŀ ǎƛǘŜ нΦрƪƳ {ƻǳǘƘ-9ŀǎǘ ƻŦ ¢ŀǊŀǎƛǾƪŀ όDлсψлтсрύ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀȅ ŎƻǾŜǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ мллƘŀ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŜȄǘŜƴŘǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŀƴ 

ŀōŀƴŘƻƴŜŘ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ǎŜǧƭŜƳŜƴǘΦ {ŜŜƴ ŀǎΥ ŀύ ŘŜƴǎŜƭȅ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊƛŎ Ǌƻǿǎ ƻŦ ƭƛƎƘǘ-ŎƻƭƻǳǊŜŘ ǇŀǘŎƘŜǎ ƻƴ D9 ƛƳŀƎŜ όмо aŀǊŎƘ нлмфύΣ ōύ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǝƻƴ 

ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŘƛŀƎǊŀƳƳŀǝŎ Ǌƻǿǎ ƻŦ ƘƻǳǎŜǎΦ 

р hƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǎŜŀǊŎƘŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŜō ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴΦ  



мр  
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In our area, they occur in groups of 

between five and 70 individual ash 

heaps with diameters between 10 and 

35m, sometimes of consistent size 

within a group, sometimes variable. Our 

ash heaps occur in a range of locations 

including hillslopes and hilltops and are 

often adjacent to water courses. One 

small group of ash heaps near Antonivka 

lies within a 20ha circular enclosure 

although satellite evidence does not 

enable us to establish contemporaneity 

(Figure 3). 

 

aƻǳƴŘǎ 

One advantage of examining a large area 

is that elements of prehistoric landscape 

design become apparent as, for example, 

in the rows of mounds that follow the 

grain of the land and often lead to (or 

from) confluences of rivers. These 

patterns can be seen in Figure 1 and are 

more apparent using the web 

application. What we now see as a 

single line of mounds could have 

resulted from several processes that 

range from a rapid phase of construction 

of a line, to use of spaced marker 

mounds with later infilling. Creation of 

a line of mounds, be it over a short or 

long timescale, requires an open 

landscape and this is supported by 

environmental analysis from some 

excavated megasites (Makarewicz et al. 

2022). 

Several mound rows end at 

promontory locations where there had 

been Trypillia settlements which 

probably predate mounds by some 500-

1000 years. Could these coincidences 

be deliberate? Abandoned Trypillia 

sites with burnt houses were likely to 

have left visible traces that could easily 

be recognised by people who were used 

to reading the ground and it is possible 

that folk memory may have retained the 

significance of those former 

settlements. 

Mounds were often conspicuously 

placed to serve as sightlines that may 

indicate territory and may also be used 

as landmarks for navigation ï and this 

also implies an open landscape with 

clear sightlines. Some mounds were 

clearly built with respect to natural 

formations. One example, a group of 

mounds north-west of Shaulykha 

(Figure 4), may have been clearly 

skylined from below and from the west 

while themselves appearing to be 

placed around a natural escarpment 

hollow as if the view to the west was 

itself of significance. We do not know 

whether this landform has been changed 

by quarrying. However, to give a sense 

of proportion, a hand-dug quarry can be 

seen in the lower-right of the figure and 

there may be another covered by a 

clump of vegetation low on the slope in 

the hollow but it seems unlikely that the 

profile at the top of the 450m wide 

depression has been significantly 

changed. 

 

/ŀǎŜ ǎǘǳŘȅΥ aȅȊȅƴǾƛƪŀ όCƛƎǳǊŜ рύ 

Our report included three case studies 

with maps that were interpreted and 

drawn in QGIS and text that allows 

some of the thought and story-telling 

that is possible using satellite sources.  

One of these is shown in Figure 5 where, 

in the north-west, are traces of banks and 

lynchets that suggest a former field 

system of unknown date. In the same 

illustration are two curvilinear(ish) 

ditched enclosures and, towards the 

south-east, the remains of a hillfort. The 

topography on the map can be used to 

suggest access routes from each of the 

three enclosures to the fields. From the 

hillfort a route could follow a former 

CƛƎǳǊŜ оΦ  ! ƭŜǾŜƭƭŜŘ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǝƻƴ ǎƛǘŜΣ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŎƭǳǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ŀǎƘ ƘŜŀǇǎΣ ǿƛǘƘƛƴΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŘŀǘŜ ŀǎ ŀ нлƘŀ ŜƴŎƭƻǎǳǊŜ 

ό5луψллнύΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ ōŀƴƪ ƻŦ ŀ ǿŀǘŜǊŎƻǳǊǎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ YƻōǊȅƴƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ YƻōǊȅƴƻǾŜ IŜōƭȅŀ ŀƴŘ нƪƳ Ŝŀǎǘ ƻŦ !ƴǘƻƴƛǾƪŀΦ 

ŀύ ŀǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ƻƴ D9 р aŀȅ нлмΣ ōύ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǝƻƴ ǊŜǎƻƭǾŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ сҌ ŀǎƘ ƘŜŀǇǎ ƻŦ ŎΦмс-нпƳ ƛƴ ŘƛŀƳŜǘŜǊ ŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ пΦтƘŀΦ 
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palaeochannel on its west side, going 

first to the North and then following its 

turn to the West and the fields. The 

latter part of this route could also serve 

the enclosure in the north-centre of the 

figure while a walker from the third 

enclosure may have been guided by the 

three mounds. 

A second case study is the focus of 

Wazzat? Number 4 on pages 32-33 in 

this issue. 

 

wŜŎŜƴǘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ 

Our recording included recent features 

of which many were active in 1982 but 

had been abandoned by the earliest GE 

dates. As well as becoming ólostô 

features themselves, they could affect 

the integrity of older archaeological 

contexts. Our database identified 

collective farms, abandoned villages, 

mining (from huge open-cast extents to 

smaller hand-dug quarries which often 

were later used for dumping rubbish), 

pipelines, abandoned railways, and so 

CƛƎǳǊŜ пΦ  aƻǳƴŘǎ b² ƻŦ {ƘŀǳƭȅƪƘŀ ƻǳǘƭƛƴƛƴƎ ŀ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ōŀǎƛƴ ƛƴ ŀ ²Ŝǎǘ-ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ǎŎŀǊǇ ƛƴ ŀ 

ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŜƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ 

ǾŜǊǝŎŀƭ ǾƛŜǿ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǝƭǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀƴ ΨƻōƭƛǉǳŜ ǾƛŜǿΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǝƻƴΦ  {ƻǳǊŎŜΥ D9Υ му 

{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмпΦ 

CƛƎǳǊŜ рΦ  LƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aȅȊȅƴƛǾƪŀ ŀǊŜŀ Ƙŀǎ ƛŘŜƴǝŬŜŘ ŀ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŬŜƭŘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ-²Ŝǎǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǇ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀȅ 

ōŜ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƴŜŀǊōȅ ŜƴŎƭƻǎǳǊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀ ƘƛƭƭŦƻǊǘΦ bƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƭƭŦƻǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ-Ŝŀǎǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǇ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘƭȅ ƻǾŜǊƭŀƛƴ ƻǊ 

ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ōŜƭǘ ƻŦ ǘǊŜŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝǾŜ ŦŀǊƳΦ  
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on. Similar recent changes ï and their 

effects on older archaeology ï are likely 

to be familiar to those of us who peer at 

above-ground images. Some we 

identified in Ukraine are briefly 

described and illustrated below. 

 

/ƻƭƭŜŎǝǾŜ ŦŀǊƳǎ όCƛƎǳǊŜ сύ 

These were commonplace in the Soviet 

era, with usually at least one collective 

located on the periphery of a 

contemporary village. The archaeo-

logical interest is in their decline. Most 

are shown and identified on the Soviet 

map of the mid-1970s and on 

HEXAGON in 1982 they were thriving 

with rows of sheds for livestock, a 

small number of paddocks, tracks all 

over the place and heaps of manure or 

other farm muck that sometimes 

expanded beyond the farm boundary. 

We recorded some smaller collectives 

with only one long building that were 

identified on the Soviet map as poultry 

farms. An unexplained curiosity was 

the occasional presence of a single 

livestock shed set some distance from 

the main farm and linked to it by a 

track. A suggestion is that these may 

have been set aside for birthing ï but 

that is unconfirmed. 

By the earliest GE images almost all 

of them had been abandoned and 

colonised by scrub. Some had been left 

to fall apart and others cleared to 

foundation/footing level. Occasionally a 

single shed remained in use, more rarely 

a modern farm replaced the collective. 

They remain as abandoned plots on the 

most recent GE images for which one 

reason may be that no one is quite sure 

who owns that land. 

 

!ōŀƴŘƻƴŜŘ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎ όCƛƎǳǊŜ тύ 

Sometimes whole villages, occasionally 

smaller parts of larger settlements, were 

CƛƎǳǊŜ сΦ  /ƻƭƭŜŎǝǾŜ ŦŀǊƳ όCммψлтоύ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {² ŜƴŘ ƻŦ tƻƪǊƻǾƪŀ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƻƴŀƭ ƛƴ мфун όƭŜƊύ ōǳǘ ŀōŀƴŘƻƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƭƭŀǇǎŜŘ ǎƘŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ 

ǎŎǊǳō ƛƴŦŜǎǘŀǝƻƴ ōȅ нлмл όǊƛƎƘǘύΦ I9·!Dhb ƛƳŀƎŜ ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦{ DŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ {ǳǊǾŜȅΦ 9ƴǝǘȅ L5Υ 5о/мнмт-млллтоCлнтΦ D9 ƛƳŀƎŜ у WǳƴŜ 

нлмлΦ 

CƛƎǳǊŜ тΦ  !ǘ tŀǎǘȅǊǎƪŜΣ ŀ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ όƻǊ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎ ς  [луψорΣ пу-пфύ ǿŀǎ ŀŎǝǾŜ ƛƴ мфун όƭŜƊύ ŀƴŘ ŜũŜŎǝǾŜƭȅ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ŀ Ƴǳƭǝ-ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ŦƻǊǝŬŜŘ ǎƛǘŜ 

ό[луψлсу ς ǎŜŜ ǘŜȄǘ ōŜƭƻǿύΦ .ȅ нллт όǊƛƎƘǘύ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŀōŀƴŘƻƴŜŘΣ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ƅƻƻŘƛƴƎΦ tŀǊǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ŀ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜΦ I9·!Dhb 

ƛƳŀƎŜ ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦{ DŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ {ǳǊǾŜȅΦ 9ƴǝǘȅ L5Υ 5о/мнмт-млллтоCлнрΦ D9 ƛƳŀƎŜ нф WǳƴŜ нллтΦ 
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noted as abandoned or shrunken (where 

a few houses seemingly remained in 

use). Many of these villages appeared on 

the mid-1970s Soviet map, sometimes 

named, and most appeared to be fully 

occupied in 1982 with each house 

having a strip field at its rear (the 

opposite side to the access road/track). 

In most cases abandonment had taken 

place by the earliest GE date although at 

some the processes of leaving seemed to 

take longer. Where village locations 

survived, we could observe the 

disappearance of houses through GE 

dates and in most cases their strip fields 

had been combined into larger parcels of 

which many remained in use in the most 

recent GE images. 

Often the reason for abandonment 

was obvious. Some villages had been 

gobbled up by mining and many were 

abandoned because of damp or flooding 

caused by damming rivers. But there 

remained some for which no apparent 

reason for their abandonment was 

identified from above. 

 

9ũŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƻƴ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ 

ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ 

All of the recent types noted above can 

damage or destroy features of earlier 

date. We have GE sequences that show 

mounds being eaten by quarrying and of 

pipelines cutting through, or very close 

to, earlier features. There is now 

considerable pre-development archaeo-

logical examination in Ukraine6 but 

there remains the fact that sites need to 

be known before any threat to them 

may be identified. This may have been 

of lesser concern during Soviet times as 

evidenced by the placing of a collective 

farm over one side of a hillfort (see 

Figure 5) although in other locations 

we are able to suggest there may have 

been avoidance of archaeological 

features. 

One example of superimposition by 

a village can be seen in Figure 2, 

another will be a case study in our 

forthcoming second report. There, at 

Pastyrske (Figure 7), is a multi-period 

fortified settlement that was twice 

excavated but which was almost 

invisible on the images we examined 

because there was a village covering it. 

No such village was shown on the 1872 

map and one report about the site noted 

that it was demolished in the early 20th 

C which may have been when the 

village was founded. The HEXAGON 

photograph shows parts of the village 

to be actively occupied with houses and 

their strip fields visible. By 2007, many 

houses had been demolished with their 

fields merged and that state appeared to 

remain until 2009 but by 2011 the 

village was uninhabited. At this 

location, the fortified settlement was 

barely visible on the satellite images 

and we located it by matching an 

undated hachure plan with the few parts 

that remained visible. 

 

¢ƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΚ 

In Ukraine, maps and aerial photographs 

have been ósecretô for many years and 

the opportunities they bring have yet to 

be fully appreciated and used by 

archaeologists there. Might our work 

have stimulated further interest?  Our 

survey covered about 1% of (the full-

sized) Ukraine and we look forward to 

local archaeologists beginning to deal 

with the remainder.  

A final thought is the hope for a post-

war training workshop in Ukraine. 

AARG ran many of these in Europe 

between 1998 and 2013 and it would be 

valuable if there could be a resurgence 

of similar teaching that lets us share our 

specialist expertise with others. 

 

!ŎŎŜǎǎ 

Our web application will remain online 

for at least five years and the survey data 

will be permanently lodged at Zenodo. 

 

!ŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜƳŜƴǘǎ 

We thank AARG for a grant to purchase 

the HEXAGON satellite photographs 

and for generously funding five years of 

online availability for the web 

application resulting from our project. 

Thanks also go to members of AARGôs 

photo reading WG who helped to clarify 

thoughts about some of the features 

discussed above. 
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CǊƻƳ !ƛǊ ŀƴŘ DǊƻǳƴŘΥ  

LƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ bƻƴ-ŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǝǾŜ tǊƻǎǇŜŎǝƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

wŜƳŀƛƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CƻǊƳŜǊ aƻƴŀǎǘŜǊȅ ƛƴ 

aǸƴŎƘǎƳǸƴǎǘŜǊ ό.ŀǾŀǊƛŀΣ DŜǊƳŀƴȅύ 

wƻƭŀƴŘ [ƛƴŎƪ мΣн 

ŀƴŘ 

CƭƻǊƛŀƴ .ŜŎƪŜǊ мΣо  
м .ŀǾŀǊƛŀƴ {ǘŀǘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ 

aƻƴǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ {ƛǘŜǎ ό.[Ŧ5ύ  

!ŜǊƛŀƭ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ ϧ DŜƻǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ 

tǊƻǎǇŜŎǝƻƴ IƻŦƎǊŀōŜƴ пΣ улроф 

aǳƴƛŎƘ όDŜǊƳŀƴȅύ 
нǊƻƭŀƴŘΦƭƛƴŎƪϪōƭŦŘΦōŀȅŜǊƴΦŘŜ   
о ƅƻǊƛŀƴΦōŜŎƪŜǊϪōƭŦŘΦōŀȅŜǊƴΦŘŜ  

ϭ ¢ƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎΦ !!wDƴŜǿǎ ƛǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ 

ǘƘŜ !ŜǊƛŀƭ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ DǊƻǳǇΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ŀǊǝŎƭŜ 

ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ǊŜŀπ

ǝǾŜ /ƻƳƳƻƴǎΣ !ǧǊƛōǳǝƻƴ [ƛŎŜƴŎŜ ό// .¸ύΣ 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǎ ǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ 

ƳŜŘƛǳƳΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ 

ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ ŎƛǘŜŘΦ 

LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴ 

S everal hundred medieval and early modern monasteries exist in 

Bavaria today. However, many more 

were dissolved and subsequently 

destroyed, particularly during the 

Peasants' Wars in the first half of the 

16th century and during/after the 

secularisation in 1803. As a result, they 

now only survive as buried remains. 

The Bavarian State Department of 

Monuments and Sites (BLfD) has 

geophysically investigated several of 

these sites in recent decades. Others 

have been documented through aerial 

archaeology.  

The monastery of M¿nchsm¿nster 

(Lkr. Pfaffenhofen, Upper Bavaria, 

Germany) belongs to a special group 

known as the óHuosiô monasteries, 

founded in the Early Middle Ages by 

the Bavarian dukes of the 

Agilolfinger dynasty. Similar sites of 

this category have been investigated 

at Wessobrunn (Lkr. Weilheim-

Schongau, Upper Bavaria; Linck & 

Becker, 2020), Tegernsee (Lkr. 

Miesbach, Upper Bavaria; Linck & 

Becker, 2021) and Schlehdorf (Lkr. 

Bad Tºlz-Wolfratshausen, Upper 

Bavaria; Linck & Becker 2013; Linck 

& Pietsch 2013). 

Measurements at deserted 

monastic sites have also been 

documented from other regions in 

Germany e.g., Ihlow (Lower Saxony; 

Br¿ggler & Schweitzer, 2005), 

Waldkirch (Baden-W¿rttemberg; 

Haasis-Berner, 2015), Tennenbach 

(Baden-W¿rttemberg; von der Osten-

Woldenburg, 2019) and Corvey 

(North Rhine-Westphalia; Coolen et 

al., 2021). In other European 

countries, similar studies have been 

carried out e.g., in Slovakia (Wilken 

et al., 2011), Great Britain (Linford et 

al., 2023) and Austria (Lºcker et al., 

2023).  

In this paper we present an 

integrated research project 

through  mapping the subsurface 

building remains of M¿nchsm¿nster via 

aerial archaeology, resistivity 

prospection and ground-penetrating 

radar (GPR), as well as the 

documentation of the partly preserved 

Romanesque portal of the church by 

Structure-from-motion (SfM). GPR and 

resistivity proved to be the most 

suitable method for this type of 

monument as the buildings primarily 

consisted of stone walls, which are well

-resolved by these techniques. In 

addition, they are insensitive to external 

technical interference and can be 

applied near settled areas. 

The archaeological excavations at 

the former monastery of 

M¿nchsm¿nster in 1992/93 and 

2011/12 by the BLfD focused on the 

area to the west of the demolished 

church, where a new kindergarten was 

built (Jandejsek, 2003; Erlacher, 2023). 

However, the monastery complex 

originally included other areas to the 

north and east of the church. Since 

1980, various aerial photographs have 

repeatedly revealed further wall features 

as negative, linear vegetation marks on 

the agricultural fields inside the moated 

The medieval monastery of M¿nchsm¿nster is nowadays completely destroyed. 

Consequently, alongside archaeological excavations, non-destructive approaches 

like aerial archaeology and geophysical prospection provide the only means to 

document the buried remains. In addition, preserved features, such as the portal of 

the former church, which was relocated to a new site, can be mapped by 

photogrammetry. Such integrated projects provide valuable information for 

heritage protection, as well as archaeological and historical research. 

mailto:roland.linck@blfd.bayern.de
mailto:florian.becker@blfd.bayern.de
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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area (Figure 1). An opportunity was 

taken in 1994 to investigate the area of 

the monastery church more closely 

using resistivity prospection. In 

addition, the still accessible  1.5ha 

meadow area within the moat was 

surveyed with GPR in 2020 in order to 

record further wall structures in the 

surrounding of the church. These results 

have helped to correct previous 

misinterpretations of the resistivity data 

published by Erlacher (2023). 

As the former Romanesque entrance 

portal is the only preserved part of the 

medieval monastery due to its transfer to 

the main cemetery in Landshut (Lower 

Bavaria, Germany), we documented this 

important relic using SfM in 2024. 

Beside providing a high-resolution 3D-

model for further art-historical analysis, 

this method provides insights into the 

architecture and potentially damaged 

areas. 

 

[ƻŎŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƻƭƻƎȅ  

M¿nchsm¿nster is a small village 

20km east of Ingolstadt on the 

southern side of the Danube River. The 

medieval monastery can be found at 

the northeastern outskirts of the 

modern village on a moat-surrounded 

trapezoidal plateau of six hectares, 

measuring 300m north-south and 150-

250m in east-west direction (Figure 

1a). 

The monastery was constructed on 

a post-glacial terrace composed of 

gravel and sand, overlain by alluvial 

clay soil and Gleyic Fluvisol (LfU, 

2025). Northeast of the monastic site, 

remains of refilled paleomeanders of 

the Ilm River, incised into the gravel 

terrace in the Pleistocene era, can be 

detected (see later, Figure 3). The 

dominant clay soil is not an ideal 

geological conditions for a successful 

GPR survey. However, due to the 

extremely low rainfall in summer 2020, 

the soil was completely dry at the time 

of the prospection. This is reflected by 

an in-situ measured soil moisture 

content of just 11vol%. The conductivity 

of the soil, another important factor 

influencing the data, was also low at 

0.11dS/m. Consequently, meaningful 

results were still achievable.  

 

IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ  

The big monasteries in Southern Bavaria 

depict some of the most important 

monastic landscapes in the Early 

CƛƎǳǊŜ мΦ !ŜǊƛŀƭ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ŀǘ aǸƴŎƘǎƳǸƴǎǘŜǊ ŀǎ ŎǊƻǇ ƳŀǊƪǎΥ όŀύ  hǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƴƻǊǘƘ ό.[Ŧ5 !ŜǊƛŀƭ 

ǇƘƻǘƻ ŀǊŎƘƛǾŜΣ tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊΥ Yƭŀǳǎ [ŜƛŘƻǊŦΣ 5ŀǘŜΥ лфΦлпΦмффоΣ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜ-ƴƻΦ тооуκлрс мсно-луύΣ όōύ wƻƳŀƴŜǎǉǳŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŦǊƻƳ ǿŜǎǘ ό.[Ŧ5 !ŜǊƛŀƭ 

ǇƘƻǘƻ ŀǊŎƘƛǾŜΣ tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊΥ hǧƻ .ǊŀŀǎŎƘΣ 5ŀǘŜΥ млΦлтΦмфумΣ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜ-ƴƻΦ тооуκлрс супм-муύΣ όŎύ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ Ŝŀǎǘ ό.[Ŧ5 

!ŜǊƛŀƭ ǇƘƻǘƻ ŀǊŎƘƛǾŜΣ tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊΥ hǧƻ .ǊŀŀǎŎƘΣ 5ŀǘŜΥ ммΦлрΦмфумΣ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜ-ƴƻΦ тооуκлрс морс-онύΣ όŘύ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ό.[Ŧ5 !ŜǊƛŀƭ 

ǇƘƻǘƻ ŀǊŎƘƛǾŜΣ tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊΥ hǧƻ .ǊŀŀǎŎƘΣ 5ŀǘŜΥ олΦлпΦмфунΣ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜ-ƴƻΦ тооуκлрс нмоп-мфύΦ  
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Medieval Central Europe, as the 

Bavarian dukes of the Agilolfinger 

dynasty used them as an instrument of 

power politics in the context of their 

independence endeavours. The region of 

the Danube plain, where 

M¿nchsm¿nster is situated, was 

especially relevant as it formed the 

frontier between their reign and the 

Carolingian-Franconian area of 

influence (Erlacher, 2023). Duke Tassilo 

III probably founded the first monastery 

at M¿nchsm¿nster in the second half of 

the 8th century AD as a Benedictine 

Abbey (Freilinger, 1977; Drexler-

Herbold & Wegener-H¿ssen, 1992; 

Jandejsek, 2003). However, this 

hypothesis remains unproven as the 

oldest archaeological remains date to the 

9th century AD (Erlacher, 2023). 

In the early 10th century AD, Duke 

Arnulf I and the Hungarian Raids 

destroyed the abbey for the first time. 

Shortly afterwards, it was reconstructed 

as a canonical convent that existed until 

the early 12th century AD, when Bishop 

Otto of Bamberg suspended it once 

more and re-established a Benedictine 

Abbey that flourished in the 14th and 

15th century AD (Freilinger, 1977; 

Jandejsek, 2003; Erlacher, 2023). In 

1556, the Benedictines finally left 

M¿nchsm¿nster during the Protestant 

Reformation and in 1589, the Jesuits 

from Ingolstadt took over the monastery 

buildings (Freilinger, 1977; Jandejsek, 

2003; Erlacher, 2023). It was then used 

as a convent of the Order of Malta 

from 1783 to 1814, when the monastic 

buildings were completely demolished 

in the context of secularisation 

(Freilinger, 1977; Drexler-Herbold & 

Wegener-H¿ssen, 1992; Jandejsek, 

2003; Erlacher, 2023). Today, except 

for the buried foundations, only small 

parts have survived. The former 

entrance gatehouse was repurposed 

into a forestry office and later 

converted into a residential house. The 

churchôs Romanesque portal 

experienced a secondary use as a 

cemetery gate and some small cut 

stone fragments are nowadays stored 

in the Bavarian National Museum 

(Erlacher, 2023). 

Only a few sources describe the 

former layout of the M¿nchsm¿nster 

monastery buildings. There are some 

late 17th/early 18th century copper 

engravings, including one by Michael 

Wening (1701). This one shows the 

monastic site during the Jesuit convent 

period. Looking from the west, it 

illustrates the church as a single-aisle 

structure (Figure 2a). Hence, the two 

side aisles, mapped with geophysics 

and aerial archaeology (see below, 

Figure 5), seem to have been 

demolished in the post-Benedictine 

era. The same single-aisle layout is 

mapped in the first Bavarian 

topographical map of 1813 that shows 

the monastery in the western part of 

the moat-surrounded area (Figure 2b). 

 

wŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴƻƴ-ŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǝǾŜ 
ǎǳǊǾŜȅǎ 

!ŜǊƛŀƭ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ  

The aerial photographs of the remains of 

M¿nchsm¿nster Abbey in the BLfD 

archive span the period from 1980 to the 

initial excavations in 1992/93 and 

document the site in 113 images. In 

addition to the clearly recognisable 

massive wall remains of the church, in 

particular the three eastern apses and the 

adjoining walls (Figure 1b), several 

further wall foundations can be 

identified on the site. For example,  a 

partially skewed structure is visible in 

the northern area near the modern access 

road (Figure 1c). At least the northwest-

southeast oriented section appears to 

belong to another structure measuring 

40 Ĭ 11m, of undetermined age. A post-

monastic phase seems most reasonable, 

as the area north of the church was not 

overbuilt before the end of Medieval 

times (Jandejsek, 2003; Erlacher, 2023). 

There are also indications of internal 

subdivisions. The linear wall to the 

north could represent the remains of an 

enclosure wall, to which another small 

building, measuring 7 Ĭ 3m and having 

a preserved screed, was attached on the 

outside. In the southern part of the area 

within the moat, some rectangular 

features can be attributed to additional 

building remains in connection with the 

CƛƎǳǊŜ нΦ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭƛǎŀǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ƳƻƴŀǎǝŎ ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ aǸƴŎƘǎƳǸƴǎǘŜǊΥ όŀύ /ƻǇǇŜǊ ŜƴƎǊŀǾƛƴƎ ōȅ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ ²ŜƴƛƴƎ όŀǊƻǳƴŘ мтлмύ 

ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ŀ ǾƛŜǿ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘ όϭ .ŀȅŜǊƛǎŎƘŜ ±ŜǊƳŜǎǎǳƴƎǎǾŜǊǿŀƭǘǳƴƎΣ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜΥ // .¸-b5 пΦлύΣ όōύ {ŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ¦ǊŀǳŦƴŀƘƳŜΩ ǘƻǇƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭ 

ƳŀǇ όмумоύ όϭ .ŀȅŜǊƛǎŎƘŜ ±ŜǊƳŜǎǎǳƴƎǎǾŜǊǿŀƭǘǳƴƎΣ нлнрύΦ  
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agricultural use of the undeveloped area 

already in monastery times. For 

example, one building of 20 Ĭ 30m size 

with an internal subdivision into three 

rooms is interpreted as stable or another 

type of farm building by Erlacher (2023) 

(Figure 1d).  

 

wŜǎƛǎǝǾƛǘȅ ƳŀǇǇƛƴƎ  

The resistivity survey of 1994 used a 

newly procured Geoscan RM15 in a 40 

x 80m test grid. For this reason, the 

sample interval of 1 Ĭ 1m was relatively 

coarse, and the survey concentrated on 

the area around the church. 

Nevertheless, the primary structure of 

the Romanesque three-aisled monastery 

church, including its three semi-circular 

apses, is identifiable in the southern part 

of the grid (Figures 3 & 5). In total, the 

eastern part of the church can be traced 

over a length of 22m. Additional diffuse 

anomalies are evident in the northern 

part of the survey area, but these 

cannot be clearly assigned to specific 

building structures due to the 

insufficient data density. Therefore, the 

interpretation map by Erlacher (2023) 

contains inaccuracies and requires 

revision based on the GPR data below. 

 

Dtw ǎǳǊǾŜȅ  

In order to record the features in the 

area of the monastery church at a 

higher resolution and to obtain any 

verification of the aerial crop mark 

features located further away, the 

accessible area was surveyed in 2020 

over an area of 220 Ĭ 160m using a 

GSSI SIR-4000 with 400MHz antenna. 

Only a relatively large mound of 

excavated material from the new 

kindergarten construction had to be 

excluded from the survey. The 

archaeological features are situated at 

depths ranging from 20-230cm below 

the modern surface, spanning a vertical 

range of 210cm. This variation results 

from remains spanning multiple phases: 

from the monastic period through its 

later use as a Jesuit college to its time as 

a Maltese convent. 

The eastern apses of the Romanesque 

church, known from the resistivity 

survey, are clearly visible at a depth of 

80-240cm (Figure 4). The massive 

foundation of still preserved 160cm 

height is governed by the fact that a 

former vaulting of the church must be 

assumed and the subsoil in the Danube 

floodplain is relatively unstable. The 

roughly east-west orientated 

Romanesque church had three naves 

with semi-circular apses (Figure 5). The 

width of the main nave measures 9m, 

and the two side aisles are 4m. Within 

the apses, remnants of the former 

supporting pillars are discernible in the 

depth slices. From the resistivity and 

GPR data, it can also be deduced that 

CƛƎǳǊŜ оΦ wŜǎƛǎǘƻƎǊŀƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƻƳŀƴŜǎǉǳŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǘ aǸƴŎƘǎƳǸƴǎǘŜǊΦ DŜƻǎŎŀƴ waмр ƛƴ ŘƛǇƻƭŜ-ŘƛǇƻƭŜ-

ŎƻƴŬƎǳǊŀǝƻƴΣ ǎŀƳǇƭŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŀƭ м Ȅ мƳΣ ƛƴǘŜǊǇƻƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ нр Ȅ нрŎƳΣ ƘƛƎƘ-Ǉŀǎǎ-ŬƭǘŜǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎǘǊƛǇŜŘ ŘŀǘŀΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻǊǘƘƻǇƘƻǘƻ ƻŦ нлнл ƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŬƭƭŜŘ ǇŀƭŀŜƻƳŜŀƴŘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘŜŀǎǘΦ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ-bƻΦ aƻŜмфǊ όDŜƻǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŘŀǘŀΥ WǀǊƎ ²Φ9Φ CŀǎǎōƛƴŘŜǊ ϧ 

wƻƭŀƴŘ [ƛƴŎƪΣ .[Ŧ5Τ hǊǘƘƻǇƘƻǘƻΥ .ŀȅŜǊƛǎŎƘŜ ±ŜǊƳŜǎǎǳƴƎǎǾŜǊǿŀƭǘǳƴƎΣ нлнрύΦ 
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continuous strip foundations for 

supporting the pillars once separated the 

single naves. 

In addition to the foundations of the 

church, a number of other wall features 

can be recognised, particularly in the 

northern part of the survey area. They 

match the negative crop marks 

described above in the aerial 

photographs (Figures 1, 4 & 5). 

However, a chronological 

classification and a functional 

assignment must remain open. Another 

previously unknown, small, square 

building can be found on the eastern 

limit of the survey area, directly on the 

edge of the moat. It is roughly 

orientated towards it, has a size of 

approximately 7.5 Ĭ 7.5m, and was 

divided into at least two rooms. These 

features are overlain at a depth of 40-

80cm by another rectangular building 

with a different orientation and 

measuring 20 Ĭ 9m. The walls of the 

longer sides retract inwards by 50 cm 

after a length of 14 m from the 

southeast. The northwestern closure is 

CƛƎǳǊŜ пΦ {ŜƭŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ Dtw ŘŜǇǘƘ ǎƭƛŎŜǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ слŎƳ ŀƴŘ мслŎƳ ōŜƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜΦ D{{L {Lw-пллл ǿƛǘƘ плл aIȊ 

ŀƴǘŜƴƴŀΣ ǎŀƳǇƭŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŀƭ с Ȅ рлŎƳΦ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ-bƻΦ aǳŜнлǊŀŘΦ  



нп  

!!wDƴŜǿǎ тлΥ !ǇǊƛƭ нлнр 

 

 aarg !ŜǊƛŀƭ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ 
wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ DǊƻǳǇ 

formed by two massive pillars, which 

again are offset by 50cm. There are no 

indications of an internal division in the 

survey data. Once more, the dating and 

purpose of usage cannot be determined 

purely based on the GPR data. 

However, due to the shallower depth 

than the church foundations, a dating 

to the post-monastic period seems 

likely. It can also be assumed that 

other walls to the south and two small 

rectangular buildings to the east of the 

church date to this later period due to 

their comparable depth. 

CƛƎǳǊŜ рΦ DL{-ōŀǎŜŘ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǝƻƴ ƳŀǇ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƻǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ Řŀǘŀ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ŘŜǘŜŎǘŜŘ ǎǳōǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎΦ DL{-

tƭŀƴ-bƻΦ тоосκлрсΦ  

CƛƎǳǊŜ сΦ όŀύ /ŀƳŜǊŀ Ǉƻǎƛǝƻƴǎ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ о5 ƳƻŘŜƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƻƳŀƴŜǎǉǳŜ ǇƻǊǘŀƭΦ όōύ wŜǎǳƭǝƴƎ ƻǾŜǊƭŀǇ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {Ŧa-ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ ƻǾŜǊƭŀǇ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎ ƛǎ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘΦ  




































