
м  

!!wDƴŜǿǎ сфΥ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлнп 

 

 aarg !ŜǊƛŀƭ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ 
wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ DǊƻǳǇ aarg !ŜǊƛŀƭ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ 

wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ DǊƻǳǇ 
мфуо-нлнп 

AARGnews 
¢ƘŜ bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ŜǊƛŀƭ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ DǊƻǳǇ 

LǎǎǳŜ сфΥ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлнп 

L{{b мтрс-тро· 

¶ York Meeting Report 

¶ Postcards from Historic York 

¶ Roman Mosaic UAV Survey 

¶ Historic England Web Resources 

¶ AutoGR-Toolkit Update 

¶ From the AARGnews Archive 

¶ Committee Membersô Reports 



н  

!!wDƴŜǿǎ сфΥ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлнп 

 

 aarg !ŜǊƛŀƭ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ 
wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ DǊƻǳǇ 

/ƻƴǘŜƴǘǎ 

9ŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ ¢ŜŀƳ 

aŀǊǝƴ CƻǿƭŜǊ ό[ŜŀŘ 9ŘƛǘƻǊύ 

/ŀǊƳŜƴ-/ƻǊƴŜƭƛŀ aƛǳ ό.ŜƳύ 

DƛŀƴƭǳŎŀ /ŀƴǘƻǊƻ 

/ƘǊƛǎ /ƻȄ 

9ƛƭŜŜƴ YŜǊƘƻǳŀƴǘ 
 

/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ 9ŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ ǘŜŀƳ ŀǘΥ 

ŜŘƛǘƻǊŀŀǊƎƴŜǿǎϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ  

!!wDƴŜǿǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōƛ-ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

!ŜǊƛŀƭ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ DǊƻǳǇ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ 

ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ƻǇŜƴ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘƛŎŀƭ ŘŜŘƛπ

ŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŜǊƛŀƭ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ 

ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜƴ ŦƻǊǳƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŜȄπ

ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ƴŜǿ όŀƴŘ ƻƭŘύ ƛŘŜŀǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ 

ŀŜǊƛŀƭ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅΣ ǊŜƳƻǘŜ ǎŜƴǎƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ 

ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎΦ  

²Ŝ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ƭŜƴƎǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊπ

ƳŀǘΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǿǊƛǘŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΣ 

ƳŜǘƘƻŘǎΣ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜǎΣ ŎŀǎŜ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎΣ ǊŜǾƛŜǿǎΣ 

ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴǎΣ ƻǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƛƴǘŜǊπ

Ŝǎǘ ƻǳǊ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎΦ ²Ŝ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǇŀǊǝŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǿŜƭπ

ŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎΣ ƛƳŀƎŜǎΣ 

ƳŀǇǎΣ ǇƭŀƴǎΣ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ 

ȅƻǳǊ ŀǊǝŎƭŜΦ  

LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƛŘŜŀ ƛǎ ǎǳƛǘπ

ŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ !!wDƴŜǿǎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƎŜǘ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 

ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ǎƘŀǇƛƴƎ 

ƻǊ ŬƴŜ-ǘǳƴƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ 

ŀ ŦƻǊǘƘŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƛǎǎǳŜΦ  

.ǊƻǿǎŜ ƻǳǊ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ½ƻǘŜǊƻ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ŀǘΥ 

 ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦȊƻǘŜǊƻΦƻǊƎκƎǊƻǳǇǎκрлнфмосκ

ŀŀǊƎψƴŜǿǎκƭƛōǊŀǊȅ 

L{{b мтрс-тро· 

tǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ !ŜǊƛŀƭ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ 

wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ DǊƻǳǇ 

!!wD ƛǎ ŀ wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ /ƘŀǊƛǘȅ 

ƴƻΦ {/лномсн  

9ŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ 
aŀǊǝƴ CƻǿƭŜǊ ΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦ   о 
 
/ƘŀƛǊΩǎ tƛŜŎŜ 
_ǳƪŀǎȊ .ŀƴŀǎȊŜƪ  ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΦΧΧΦΧΦΧΦΦ   п 
 
Lƴ ǘƘŜ bŜǿǎ  ΧΧΦΧΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦ   с 
 
¢ƘŜ /ȊŜŎƘ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ ƻŦ wƻƎŜǊ CŜŀǘƘŜǊǎǘƻƴŜ 
aŀǊǝƴ DƻƧŘŀ  ΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦ   у 
 
!!wD /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ нлнп wŜǇƻǊǘ 
{ŀƭƭȅ 9ǾŀƴǎΣ aŀǧƘŜǿ hŀƪŜȅ ŀƴŘ Yŀǘȅ ²ƘƛǘŀƪŜǊ ΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦ   мл 
 
tƻǎǘŎŀǊŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ¸ƻǊƪ 
±ŀƭŜǊƛŜ ²ŀǊŘ  ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΦΧΦΦ  мо 

 
5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǝƴƎ ŀ wƻƳŀƴ aƻǎŀƛŎ ōȅ ŀƴ ¦!±-ōŀǎŜŘ {ǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ-ŦǊƻƳ-aƻǝƻƴ 
!ǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ 
wƻƭŀƴŘ [ƛƴŎƪ ŀƴŘ {ǘŜŦŀƴ YƭǳǘƘŜ ΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦ   мс 
 
DŜǩƴƎ ƛǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ 
{ƛƳƻƴ /ǊǳǘŎƘƭŜȅ ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΦΦΧΦΦΧΦΦΦ   нл 

 
9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ tƛŎǘǳǊŜ ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΦΦ  нп 
 
!ǳǘƻDw-¢ƻƻƭƪƛǘ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ рΦл ƛǎ ƻǳǘΗ !ƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŦǊŜŜΣ ŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ Χ 
DƛŀƴƭǳŎŀ /ŀƴǘƻǊƻ ΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦ   нр 
 
!!wDΩǎ ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ DǊƻǳǇǎ ς ¦ǇŘŀǘŜΣ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлнп 
wƻƎ tŀƭƳŜǊ ΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦ  ну 
 
CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ !!wDƴŜǿǎ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜΥ !ǇǊƛƭ нлнп  
aŀǊǝƴ CƻǿƭŜǊ  ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΦΧΦΦΧΧΧ  нф 
 
/ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ aŜƳōŜǊǎΩ wŜǇƻǊǘǎ нлнп 
¢ƘŜ !!wD /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ  ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ  ол 

 
bƻǝŎŜōƻŀǊŘ  ΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦ   ос 
 
!ƴŘ Ŭƴŀƭƭȅ ΦΦΦ  ΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦ   от 
 
!!wDƴŜǿǎ ς bƻǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ /ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƻǊǎ  ΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦ  оу 

/ƻǾŜǊ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜΥ ¢ŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎǘŜǊ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ōȅ !ƴπ

ŘǊŜŀ 5ŜǾƭŀƘƻǾƛŏ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ !!wD нлнп ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ 

¸ƻǊƪΣ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ ōȅ 5ŀǾŜ aŀŎ[ŜƻŘ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ 

ŜŀǊǘƘǿƻǊƪǎ ƻŦ [ŀǘŜǊ tǊŜƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ŀƴŘ wƻƳŀƴ ŬŜƭŘ ǎȅǎπ

ǘŜƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǧƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǘ DǊŀǎǎƛƴƎǘƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¸ƻǊƪǎƘƛǊŜ 

5ŀƭŜǎΦ I9! нлупрψлрр нр-bh±-нллу ϭ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ 

!ǊŎƘƛǾŜΦ 

/ƻǇȅǊƛƎƘǘ  

/ƻǇȅǊƛƎƘǘ ϭ ƛƴ !!wDƴŜǿǎ ǊŜǎǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎΦ  

¦ƴƭŜǎǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŬŜŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜΣ 

ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƻǇŜƴ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǳƴπ

ŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ǊŜŀǝǾŜ /ƻƳƳƻƴǎΣ 

!ǧǊƛōǳǝƻƴ ƭƛŎŜƴŎŜ ό// .¸ύΦ 

¢ƘŜ ǾƛŜǿǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴǎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ 

!!wDƴŜǿǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ Řƻ 

ƴƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ǊŜƅŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎƛŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƻǊ 

Ǉƻǎƛǝƻƴ ƻŦ !!wDΦ  

mailto:editoraargnews@gmail.com
https://www.zotero.org/groups/5029136/aarg_news/library
https://www.zotero.org/groups/5029136/aarg_news/library
https://aargonline.com/wp/
https://aargonline.com/wp/
https://www.oscr.org.uk/about-charities/search-the-register/charity-details?number=SC023162
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


о  

!!wDƴŜǿǎ сфΥ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлнп 

 

 aarg !ŜǊƛŀƭ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ 
wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ DǊƻǳǇ 

9ŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ 

 

aŀǊǝƴ CƻǿƭŜǊ м 

ϭ ¢ƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΦ !!wDƴŜǿǎ ƛǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ 

ǘƘŜ !ŜǊƛŀƭ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ DǊƻǳǇΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ŀǊǝŎƭŜ 

ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ǊŜŀπ

ǝǾŜ /ƻƳƳƻƴǎΣ !ǧǊƛōǳǝƻƴ [ƛŎŜƴŎŜ ό// .¸ύΣ 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǎ ǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ 

ƳŜŘƛǳƳΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ 

ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ ŎƛǘŜŘΦ 

м ŜŘƛǘƻǊŀŀǊƎƴŜǿǎϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

W 
elcome to AARGnews issue 

69. This is the third issue 

to be produced by the new 

Editorial Team  (doesnõt time fly?!) 

and we hope that you will enjoy 

reading its varied and interesting 

content.  

bŜǿ 9ŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ ¢ŜŀƳ ƳŜƳōŜǊ 

With this issue we are pleased to 

welcome Eileen Kerhouant to the 

Editorial Team.  

Eileen is a PhD candidate in 

Archaeology/Middle Eastern Studies 

at Durham University and brings her 

considerable geospatial , aerial 

archaeology, and proof -reading skills 

to help us with our work delivering 

AARGnews.  

 

!!wD нлнп 

Undoubtedly, the highlight of the 

last six months was the annual 

conference held in York, the first 

time that AARG has been held in 

the UK for 18 years. Unfortunately, 

I was unable to experience the 

conference myself due to illness, but 

feedback from delegates indicates 

that it was a resounding success. 

Highlights of the two days of 

presentations and the field trip  are 

reported by Sally Evans, Matthew 

Oakey and Katy Whitaker in this 

issue. Valerie Ward provides a set of 

postcards as a visual reminder of 

the event.  

 

!ƭǎƻ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜ ΦΦΦ 

Elsewhere in this issue the former 

News and Notices section has been 

split in two. The new In the News 

section highlights news items that 

may be of interest to readers and is 

given more prominence towards the 

front of the issue after Ġukasz 

Banaszekõs Chairõs Piece. The 

Noticeboard , providing information 

about AARG membership and the 

resources available to members, 

appears towards the back of the 

issue. If you have any news that you 

would like included in the next 

issue, please do not hesitate to 

contact us.  

Following Cathy Stoertzõs 

appreciation in the last issue of the 

work of the late Roger Featherstone, 

Martin Gojda reflects on Rogerõs 

contribution to the development of 

Czech aerial archaeology following 

the Velvet Revolution 35 years ago.  

In a novel application of a drone, 

Roland Linck and Stefan Kluthe 

describe the use of a UAV to create 

the first vertical image of a Roman 

mosaic from Westerhofen (Bavaria) 

from within the tight confines of the 

museum in which it has been 

displayed for over 150 years.  

Simon Crutchley provides an 

update on the work of Historic 

England to provide greater access to 

their data through the online Aerial 

Archaeology Mapping Explorer  and 

Aerial Photo Explorer  applications. 

Continuing in the vein of software 

tools, Gianluca Cantoro describes the 

latest version of his application 

AutoGR-Toolkit that supports the 

georeferencing of aerial images by 

using artificial intelligence algorithms 

to identify ground control points.  

Bringing up the rear, Rog Palmer 

reports on the progress of the Photo 

reading and Ukraine Working Groups 

over the past six months, including 

the momentous announcement that 

the pinning part of the survey of the 

Ukraine study area is now complete. 

In From the AARGnews Archive we 

look back at what was topical  10, 20, 

and 30 years ago. Lastly, the annual 

reports from the AARG Committee 

Members are presented.  

 

!!wDƴŜǿǎ тл 

AARGnews 70 is scheduled for 

publication in April 2025 and we 

welcome contributions to the issue. 

The closing date for submissions is 15 

March 2025, but please get your 

contributions in earlier if you can.  

 

!ƴŘ Ŭƴŀƭƭȅ Χ 

We value your feedback! So please 

consider completing this short reader 

feedback survey on the content of this 

issue: AARGnews  69 reader survey . 

It is totally anonymous and will only 

take a minute, but your  replies will be 

very helpful to us to improve future 

issues of AARGnews. Thank you!  

9ƛƭŜŜƴ YŜǊƘƻǳŀƴǘ Ƨƻƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ 9ŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ 

¢ŜŀƳΦ tƘƻǘƻΥ 9ƛƭŜŜƴ YŜǊƘƻǳŀƴǘΦ 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
mailto:editoraargnews@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdb0v4_rPr-mhwmnJ6fnADwZFy3m9MX5Q7Ei-YD3O_u9UqbyQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
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/ƘŀƛǊΩǎ tƛŜŎŜ 

 

presentations, discussions, and 

networking sessions. The conference 

covered a wide range of topics, from 

local sessions to using remotely 

sensed imagery to investigate modern 

and h is to r i ca l  con f l i c ts ,  to 

developments in technology, and to 

projects and papers demonstrating 

how we can utilise our skills and 

expertise to understand and mitigate 

the impact of climate change. 

Attendees had the opportunity to 

learn from leading voices in the field, 

exchange research findings, and 

discuss emerging challenges and 

opportunities. The feedback from the 

York conference has been over -

whelmingly positive, underscoring 

AARGõs commitment to providing 

enriching experiences for our 

members. 

A half -day workshop took place a 

day before the conference, showcasing 

AARGõs role in upskilling members of 

our community as well as providing 

an opportunity for networking. The 

workshop was designed to equip 

part icipants with skil ls and 

knowledge required to effectively 

read, interpret, and process imagery 

from aerial and spaceborne sources. 

From aerial and satellite image 

processing and interpretation to data 

appl ication in  archaeologica l 

contexts, these workshops catered to 

early -career members looking to 

expand their technical proficiency 

and gain insights into remote sensing 

methods.  

This yearõs Annual General 

Meeting brought change to AARGõs 

organizational structure. We are 

delighted to welcome Toby Driver as 

a new AARG Trustee, whose 

expertise and fresh perspectives will 

be instrumental in guiding AARGõs 

future direction. Our trustees play a 

vital role in supporting AARGõs 

mission and ensuring that our 

programming, resources, and outreach 

align with the needs of our members 

and the broader field of aerial 

archaeology. In addition, we made an 

important update to the object of our 

group in AARGõs Constitution. Further 

amendments to our constitution are 

planned for 2025 and the membership 

will be consulted before any change is 

proposed at the next Annual General 

Meeting.  

 

!!wD ŀƴŘ !L 

As AARG looks to the future, one of 

the major developments in our field is 

the rapid integration of artificial 

intelligence (AI) technologies into 

aerial archaeology. AI -driven tools and 

techn iques  a re  incrementa l l y 

reshaping how we conduct research, 

process and interpret data, and 

communicate about discoveries. These 

a d v a n c e m e n t s  a r e  a l l o w i n g 

archaeologists to process and analyse 

data at unprecedented speed and scale, 

transforming what we know about 

archaeological landscapes and sites. In 

fact, some of our members have been 

at the forefront of the developments in 

this field for more than a while!  

Machine learning, a subset of AI 

focused on pattern recognition and 

predictive analysis, is increasingly 

valuable for analysing large datasets 

typical  of aerial  archaeology. 

Algorithms trained to identify features 

in remotely sensed datasets can 

process vast quantities of data, 

detecting patterns and anomalies that 

would take human analysts a 

significantly longer time to uncover. 

By using machine learning models, 

archaeologists can identify potential 

sites of interest faster, reducing 

resources needed for labour -intensive 

preliminary analysis and allowing 

researchers to focus on more detailed 

investigation and fieldwork.  

_ǳƪŀǎȊ .ŀƴŀǎȊŜƪ м
 

м ŀŀǊƎΦŎƘŀƛǊϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

ϭ ¢ƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΦ !!wDƴŜǿǎ ƛǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ 

ǘƘŜ !ŜǊƛŀƭ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ DǊƻǳǇΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ŀǊǝŎƭŜ 

ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ǊŜŀπ

ǝǾŜ /ƻƳƳƻƴǎΣ !ǧǊƛōǳǝƻƴ [ƛŎŜƴŎŜ ό// .¸ύΣ 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǎ ǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ 

ƳŜŘƛǳƳΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ 

ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ ŎƛǘŜŘΦ 

aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ !Da 

AARGõs inclusive approach means 

that we continue to welcome 

individuals from all backgrounds, and 

we remain committed to offering 

resources and opportunities for 

members at every level of experience. 

Our network allows members to 

connect across special isations, 

countries, and career stages, creating 

a community that is both supportive 

and forward -looking. Indeed, our 

membership numbers have reached 

levels we have not seen since the peak 

of the ArcLand project, with more 

p ro fe ss i o na l s ,  s tude nts ,  and 

archaeology enthusiasts joining AARG 

every month. This growth reflects the 

dynamic nature of aerial archaeology 

and the excitement surrounding new 

technologies in the field. By fostering a 

collaborative environment, AARG has 

attracted a diverse membership that 

includes seasoned archaeologists, 

emerging researchers, and hobbyists 

who bring invaluable enthusiasm and 

perspectives.  

The highlight of the year was our 

Annual Meeting, held on 12t hñ14th  

September 2024 in York, UK, which 

brought together members and non -

members, experts, and newcomers 

alike for a series of thought -provoking 

mailto:aarg.chair@gmail.com
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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AI -driven image recognition tools, 

tailored specifically for archaeological 

applications, are being used to identify 

specific structures or artifacts within 

aerial images. Researchers using such 

systems, trained on existing data from 

known archaeological sites, can 

automatically detect features such as 

burial mounds, ancient roadways, and 

defensive structures. Thus, AI enables 

a more targeted approach to fieldwork, 

helping archaeologists make the most 

of limited resources and maximizing 

the impact of their research.  

Generative AI models, known for 

their capacity to create new images 

and even reconstruct missing elements 

from partial data, are also gaining 

traction in archaeology. These tools 

al low researchers to recreate 

landscapes, artifacts, and structures 

based on fragmentary data from aerial 

images. By generating detailed 

recons t ruc t ions,  AI  can  he lp 

archaeologists visualize how ancient 

landscapes and settlements might have 

appeared, providing crucial context for 

interpreting archaeological findings. 

This capability is especially valuable 

for creating educational and public 

engagement materials, offering vivid 

r e c o n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  b r i n g 

archaeological findings to life in ways 

that traditional imagery cannot. At the 

same time, generative AI poses risks 

including the potential to generate 

m i s l e a d i n g  o r  i n a c c u r a t e 

reconstructions that appear realistic 

but lack grounding in reliable data, 

which can lead to misinterpretations of 

historical sites and artifacts. Also, 

generative AI models can sometimes 

replicate biases present in their 

training data, potentially skewing 

representations. There is also a risk of 

over-reliance on AI -generated insights, 

which could inadvertently reduce the 

emphasis on traditional archaeological 

methods and critical analysis. As a 

community dedicated to accuracy and 

ethical practice, AARG is committed to 

using AI responsibly, promoting 

transparency in use, and balancing 

technology with the interpretive 

expertise that remains central to our 

discipline.  

At AARG, we support our 

members in harnessing these new 

technologies to enhance their work. 

As AI continues to evolve, we aim to 

provide workshops, resources, and 

collaborative opportunities that 

equip our community with the 

knowledge and tools to leverage AIõs 

full potential in aerial archaeology. 

Through these efforts, AARG not 

only celebrates the advances in AI 

but also actively contributes to the 

fieldõs transformation, positioning 

our members at the forefront of 

archaeological innovation.  

AI and automation capabilities 

extend beyond high -level analysis 

and into the daily tasks that can 

often be time -consuming for 

archaeologists. From cataloguing 

images to basic image processing 

and tagging, AI tools are increasingly 

able to manage these repetitive duties, 

allowing researchers to dedicate their 

time to interpreting results and 

exploring new questions. Even the 

p r o c e s s  o f  d r a f t i n g  r e p o r t s , 

summarizing data, and generating 

written content, can be assisted by AI, 

transforming how we communicate and 

share our results. Indeed, 95% of this 

Chairõs Piece has been created by 

ChatGPT, so the author can dedicate 

more time to dealing with paperwork 

and bureaucracy that are at the core of 

working for a public sector organisation. 

Indeed, whether the Chairõs Piece 

makes sense or not is an open question 

that I leave to the reader, but rest 

assured, there will be a session on AI at 

the next AARG Annual Meeting in 

Trondheim.  

 

CǊƻƳ ǳǧŜǊ ƴƻƴǎŜƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǎǝŎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŀŜǊƛŀƭ 

ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǎǎ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎƛƴƎ ƻōƭƛǉǳŜ ŀŜǊƛŀƭ ǾƛŜǿǎ ƻŦ ŎǊƻǇƳŀǊƪ 

ǎƛǘŜǎΦ 5ŜŜǇŦŀƪŜǎ ƛƴ ŀŜǊƛŀƭ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ ŀǊŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƴŜǊΦ ! ǎŜǊƛŜǎ 

ƻŦ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ aƛŎǊƻǎƻƊ .ƛƴƎ LƳŀƎŜ /ǊŜŀǘƻǊΦ 
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!!wD нлнп 

This September saw the annual AARG 

meeting return to the UK after a 

hiatus of 18 years. Over 30 papers and 

posters were presented to 90 delegates 

from 16 countries. Highlights of the 

two days of presentations and the field 

trip to the Thornborough Henges and 

the Fountainõs Abbey and Studley 

Royal Water Garden UNESCO World 

Heritage Site, along with a selection of 

Postcards from Historic York , are 

reported on pages 10 to 15 of this issue. 

Videos of many of the papers presented 

will soon be available on the AARG 

YouTube channel . 

 

!!wD 9ŀǊƭȅ /ŀǊŜŜǊ !ǿŀǊŘ 

Congratulations to Peter Heimermann 

of the University of Bonn, Germany, 

who was awarded the AARG Early 

Career Award for his poster Remote 

Sensing in Mongolia ð An Opportunity 

for archaeological UAV -Prospection. 

The award includes: free registration 

for the next conference, tickets for the 

conference dinner and field trip, and a 

grant of up to ϵ300 to support 

attendance.  

After accepting the award, Peter 

said: "I am thrilled about the 

support, and it was a pleasure to 

participate in the conference and 

meet so many interesting people. I'm 

already looking forward to the next 

one in Trondheim, and I am 

confident that I will give a 

presentation there ."  

 

!ƴƴǳŀƭ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ aŜŜǝƴƎ 

The AGM was held on the second 

day of the conference during which 

Toby Driver, a former AARG Chair, 

was elected as a Trustee for a three -

year term. Toby replaces Darja 

Grosman, who steps down, and joins 

Chris Cox and Wlodek Raczkowski. 

We thank Darja for her support to 

the group over the past years.  

 

 

ϭ ¢ƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎΦ !!wDƴŜǿǎ ƛǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ 

ǘƘŜ !ŜǊƛŀƭ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ DǊƻǳǇΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ŀǊǝπ

ŎƭŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

/ǊŜŀǝǾŜ /ƻƳƳƻƴǎΣ !ǧǊƛōǳǝƻƴ [ƛŎŜƴŎŜ 

ό// .¸ύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǎ ǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳπ

ǝƻƴ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ƳŜŘƛǳƳΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ 

ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ ŎƛǘŜŘΦ 

tŜǘŜǊ IŜƛƳŜǊƳŀƴƴ ŀŎŎŜǇǝƴƎ Ƙƛǎ 9ŀǊƭȅ 

/ŀǊŜŜǊ !ǿŀǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ _ǳƪŀǎȊ .ŀƴŀǎȊŜƪ Φ  

Lƴ ǘƘŜ bŜǿǎ 

/ƻƳǇƛƭŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 

!!wDƴŜǿǎ 9ŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ 

¢ŜŀƳ м 

м ŜŘƛǘƻǊŀŀǊƎƴŜǿǎϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

aŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !!wD /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ŀƴŘ ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜǎΣ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

¸ƻǊƪ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ CǊƻƳ ƭŜƊ ǘƻ ǊƛƎƘǘΥ {ŀǊŀ tƻǇƻǾƛŏ ό±ƛŎŜ /ƘŀƛǊύΣ  {ǳǎŀƴ /ǳǊǊŀƴ όIƻƴƻǊŀǊȅ {ŜŎǊŜπ

ǘŀǊȅϒΣ _ǳƪŀǎȊ .ŀƴŀǎȊŜƪ ό/ƘŀƛǊύΣ !ƴŘǊŜŀ 5ŜǾƭŀƘƻǾƛŏ ό²ŜōƳŀǎǘŜǊύΣ ²ƭƻŘŜƪ wŀŎȊƪƻǿǎƪƛ 

ό¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜύΣ ¢ƻōȅ 5ǊƛǾŜǊ ό¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜύΣ wŜōŜŎŎŀ .ŜƴƴŜǧ ό¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊύΣ {ŀƭƭȅ 9Ǿŀƴǎ ό[ƻŎŀƭ hǊƎŀƴƛǎŜǊύΣ 

aŀǧƘŜǿ hŀƪŜȅ ό[ƻŎŀƭ hǊƎŀƴƛǎŜǊύΣ /ƘǊƛǎ /ƻȄ ό¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜ ŀƴŘ !!wDƴŜǿǎ 9ŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ ¢ŜŀƳ ƳŜƳπ

ōŜǊύΦ tƘƻǘƻΥ ¢ƻōȅ 5ǊƛǾŜǊΦ 

A selection of news items that may of be interest to readers.  

https://www.youtube.com/@aerialarchaeology
https://www.youtube.com/@aerialarchaeology
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
mailto:editoraargnews@gmail.com
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are hopeful that it will be launched at 

the EAC 2025 meeting in Gdansk  and 

that some of you will join us there to 

celebrate. 
 

/ƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǝƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ L{!t 

In line with the Memorandum of 

U n d e r s t a n d i n g  w i t h  t h e 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S o c i e t y  f o r 

Archaeological Prospection, in early 

2024 the AARG Committee met with 

our counterparts in the partner 

organisation. We discussed how we 

can improve communication between 

the organisations and you might have 

noticed that relevant AARG and 

ISAP news have been shared with 

me mbe rs  o f  t he  respe c t i ve 

organisations over the course of the 

year.  

To ge the r  w i th  the  I SAP 

Committee, we decided that both 

organisations should be involved in 

overseeing the EAA Archaeological 

Prospection Community and use the 

development of that body for the 

benefit of AARG and ISAP. Both 

Committees have agreed to jointly 

cover the EAA Annual Membership 

expenses for the member of one or 

both groups chairing the meetings of 

the EAA Archaeological Prospection 

Community.  

 

¦ƪǊŀƛƴŜ ϥǇƛƴƴƛƴƎϥ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜΗ 

On 17 th  October 2024, the AARG 

Ukraine Working Group completed 

the 'pinning' part of their survey the 

6,600 sq km area with pin K11_181, a 

shrunken village (see image below). 

For further details, see the update on 

page 28. 

 

пǘƘ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ 

!ŜǊƛŀƭ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ ƛƴ wƻƳŜ όннƴŘ-

ноǊŘ aŀȅ нлнрύ 

Gianluca Cantoro writes : The 

Laboratory of Ancient Topography and 

Photogrammetry (LABTAF) of the 

University of Salento and the 

Laboratory of Ancient Topography and 

Archaeological Cartography of the 

National Research Council, Institute of 

Sciences of Cultural Heritage (CNR -

ISPC), in collaboration with the 

N a t i o n a l  A i r P h o t o  A r c h i v e 

(Aerofototeca Nazionale), the British 

School at Rome (BSR) and Sapienza 

University of Rome, organizes the 4 th  

International Conference on Aerial 

Archaeology titled: òThe Bradford 

Legacy (1975-2025). Aerial Images and 

Ancient Landscapesó. 

The 2025 Conference aims at 

honouring the 50 th  anniversary of the 

death of the famous author of the book 

òAncient Landscapesó (1957), one of 

the most fundamental and influential 

texts in the field of aerial archaeology. 

The scientific legacy, broadly speaking,  

of this pioneer scholar will be the main 

topic of the next conference, but a 

representative overview of the main 

research directions in Italy and in the 

bŜǿ IƻƴƻǊŀǊȅ aŜƳōŜǊ 

In recognition for his exceptional 

service to the AARG community, the 

AGM approved the appointment of 

Honorary Membership to Rog Palmer. 

As most will know, Rog was the Editor 

of AARGnews from its conception in 

1990 to 2023 and produced 66 issues of 

the publication. Rog joins the esteemed 

company of the three other AARG 

Honorary Members: Christopher 

Musson, Dominic Powlesland, and 

Cathy Stoertz.  

 

!!wD нлнр 

The Committee is delighted to confirm 

that AARG 2025 will take place in 

Trondheim, Norway in September 

2025. The exact dates and details are 

still to be confirmed, so keep an eye on 

the AARG Website  and the AARG 

social media channels  for further 

information.  

 

!!wD !ǊŎƘƛǾŜ 

We have recently received access to 

Rog Palmerõs digital archive covering 

the history of AARG. Lidka ŭuk has 

kindly agreed to help us organise the 

documents and extract relevant 

information and we are grateful to 

them both. In addition, Rog has offered 

to pass the paper archive to us for 

digitisation. If you have documents 

that you feel should be included in the 

AARG Archive to help document the 

history of the organisation and 

promote our work, please get in touch 

with the Committee members  

 

9!/ DǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ мл ¦ǇŘŀǘŜ 

Rebecca Bennett writes : Many 

AARG members will be wondering 

about the publication of the much 

anticipated Airborne Laser Scanning 

(Lidar)  for Cul tural  Heri tage 

Guidelines (number 10 in the EACõs 

excellent series of guidance for historic 

environment professionals across 

Europe). I am pleased to say that the 

full final draft was warmly received 

and approved with gusto by the EAC 

board at their October meeting and is 

now in the hands of the designer. We ¢ƘŜ ǳƭǝƳŀǘŜ ¦ƪǊŀƛƴŜ Ǉƛƴτ YммψмумΣ ŀ ǎƘǊǳƴƪŜƴ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΦ 

https://www.europae-archaeologiae-consilium.org/annual-meeting-2025
https://aargonline.com/wp/
https://www.facebook.com/aerialarchaeologyresearchgroup
https://www.europae-archaeologiae-consilium.org/eac-guidelines
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!ƛǊ tƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ tƻǊǘƭŜǾŜƴ /ƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴ 

Rog Palmer has drawn our attention 

to the Air Pictures Portleven 

Collection hosted by Historic 

England . The collection contains 356 

black and white 5 x 4 inch (127 x 102 

mm) glass plate negatives taken by 

Arthur William Hobart, an early 

commercial aerial photographer, with 

242 showing views of industry, 

townscapes and seaside resorts in 

England. The collection is undated but 

is thought to principally date to the 

1930s. 

international panorama will be offered 

as well.  

The event will take place in Rome 

on May 22 nd and 23 rd, 2025 in the BSR 

Sapienza University and Aerofototeca 

Nazionale. Oral contributions should 

not exceed 20 minutes. A short 

d i s c u s s i o n  w i l l  f o l l o w  e a c h 

presentation. A poster session will be 

organized at the premises of the 

conference venue. 

The official languages of the event 

will be Italian and English.  

The Conference proceedings, after a 

double-blind review process, will be 

published in a dedicated volume of the 

journal òArcheologia Aerea. Studi di 

Aerotopografia Archeologica ó. 

NO registration fee for attendant as 

well as NO extra cost for the 

publication of the proceedings is 

requested. 

F o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d 

communications, please contact 

aaerea2025@gmail .com or vis i t 

www.archeologiaaerea.it . 

 

¢ƘŜ /ȊŜŎƘ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ ƻŦ wƻƎŜǊ CŜŀǘƘŜǊǎǘƻƴŜ 

The author reflects on the late Roger Featherstoneõs contribution to the develop-

ment of Czech aerial archaeology following the Velvet Revolution.  

aŀǊǝƴ DƻƧŘŀ 
м 

м ƳŀǊǝƴΦƎƻƧŘŀϪǎŜȊƴŀƳΦŎȊ  

ϭ ¢ƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΦ !!wDƴŜǿǎ ƛǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ 

ǘƘŜ !ŜǊƛŀƭ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ DǊƻǳǇΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ŀǊǝŎƭŜ 

ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ǊŜŀπ

ǝǾŜ /ƻƳƳƻƴǎΣ !ǧǊƛōǳǝƻƴ [ƛŎŜƴŎŜ ό// .¸ύΣ 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǎ ǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ 

ƳŜŘƛǳƳΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ 

ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ ŎƛǘŜŘΦ 

I  
 was sadly surprised by the 

a n n o u n c e m e n t  o f  R o g e r 

Featherstoneõs death, published in 

Issue 68 (April 2024) of AARGnews.  I 

considered him to be my best UK 

teacher and consultant in terms of 

p rac t i ca l  a i r  survey.  Mos t 

importantly, he had the ability ð 

during a limited flight time ð to 

distinguish between crop and soil -

marked archaeological features, 

natural and geological features and 

current construction/agricultural 

activities. In memory of Roger, I 

would l ike to highlight his 

contribution to the pioneering 

development of Czech aerial 

archaeology during the post -Velvet 

Revolution 1990's decade.  

In 1993, I arrived at the Royal 

Commission on the Historical 

M o n u m e n t s  o f  E n g l a n d ´ s 

headquarte rs  in  Swindon.  A 

charismatic man, then the head of 

reconnaissance and navigation of the 

Air Photo Unit, Roger was assigned as 

my guide and tutor during my stay.  

By the end of the first day, the formal 

relationship between Roger (a highly 

respected professional specialist) and 

myself (an enthusiastic aerial 

archaeology beginner with minimum 

knowledge and practice) had 

transformed into a strong and durable 

friendship, lasting up to our final in -

https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/archive/collections/photographs/aw-hobart-air-pictures-portleven-collection/
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/archive/collections/photographs/aw-hobart-air-pictures-portleven-collection/
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/archive/collections/photographs/aw-hobart-air-pictures-portleven-collection/
mailto:aaerea2025@gmail.com
http://www.archeologiaaerea.it
mailto:martin.gojda@seznam.cz
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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person meeting at the AARG Annual 

Meeting in Pula.  

Rogerõs influence on Czech 

archaeology, via our personal 

cooperation, began during his visit to 

Bohemia in June 1995.  Through my 

contacts at the Czech Air Club airfield 

based in PragueðLetřany (see the 

figures), I organised a couple of flights 

over lowland gravel basins of main 

Czech rivers in central and NW 

Bohemia.  Thanks to Roger´s creative 

abilities to simply and loudly (the 

aircraft in which we flew was 

enormously noisy) explain the 

situation below us, I learned a lot 

about the identification of crop -marked 

sites.  His practical lessons, together 

with my aerial experience achieved in 

that period thanks to my flights over 

Bohemia and Germany with Otto 

Braasch, became the basis on which I 

constructed my future prospection 

campaigns.  

I also remember Roger´s repeated 

kind invitations to field trips at various 

sites and monuments situated across 

Wessex, including the Avebury area, 

Uffington and Stonehenge. This 

happened during the two or three 

years when I started to regularly 

attend AARG meetings (1994 ð 1996).  

At the end of the field trip day, we 

would visit a local country pub to enjoy 

dinner. On the next day, we usually 

travelled together to the AARG 

meeting.  

The highlight of all those Swindon 

study stays was a flight which Roger 

organised for me.  We flew by Cessna 

172 from Gloucester airfield on a 

brilliant day: blue sky, no wind and 

fields full of well -displayed cropmarks 

encompassing prehistoric enclosures, 

Celtic fields, Romano -British features 

and traces of later historical origin. 

Thanks to this flight and its resulting 

images, I was able to bring a large 

collection of excellent colour slides to 

Prague.  Several of these slides were 

wƻƎŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ tǊŀƎǳŜς[Ŝǘƶŀƴȅ ŀƛǊŬŜƭŘ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜŘ ōȅ ǘǿƻ /ȊŜŎƘ ŀŜǊƛŀƭ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ Ǉƛƻπ

ƴŜŜǊǎΣ aΦ .łƭŜƪ όǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ όWǳƴŜ мффрύΦ 

[ŀǎǘ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊŎǊŀƊ [сл {-.ǊƛƎŀŘƛŜǊ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŬǊǎǘ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǊŜŎƻƴƴŀƛǎπ

ǎŀƴŎŜ ƅƛƎƘǘ ƻǾŜǊ .ƻƘŜƳƛŀȰǎ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜǎΦ 

placed in some of my later 

publications.  

The moments spent in Rogerõs 

company, given his friendly, 

cheerful, funny and unpretentious 

behaviour, were always extremely 

pleasant. A couple of my former 

students, who met him 15 years after 

me (at the AARG meeting in Siena), 

described him as one of the best and 

friendliest companions they had ever 

encountered.  



мл  
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amount of food and drink was 

befitting of a 15th -century banquet 

and resulted in many attendees 

leaving with doggie bags and 

whatever number of beers their 

pockets could accommodate! 

 

/ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ Řŀȅ м 

Proceedings began with a session on 

Aerial approaches to conflict 

archaeology, damage monitoring and 

recovery which included papers 

covering current and historic conflict 

zones. The relevance of cultural 

heritage to contemporary society and 

its relationship to political agendas 

was brought into sharp focus by 

ϭ ¢ƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎΦ !!wDƴŜǿǎ ƛǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ 

ǘƘŜ !ŜǊƛŀƭ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ DǊƻǳǇΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ŀǊǝπ

ŎƭŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

/ǊŜŀǝǾŜ /ƻƳƳƻƴǎ Σ !ǧǊƛōǳǝƻƴ [ƛŎŜƴŎŜ 

ό// .¸ύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǎ ǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳπ

ǝƻƴ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ƳŜŘƛǳƳΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ 

ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ ŎƛǘŜŘΦ 

T 
he first UK -based AARG 

Meeting since 2006 took 

place in York, England 

between 11th and 14th September 

2024. Jointly organised by AARG 

and Historic England, with support 

from York Archaeology, the 

conference drew together over 90 

delegates from 16 countries. Along 

with AARG ôregularsõ, the conference 

was also attended by representatives 

from a number of academic, 

commercial, local government and 

voluntary organisations, many of 

whom were attending an AARG 

meeting for the first time.  

 

²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǊŜŎŜǇǝƻƴ 

The conference began with an 

evening reception at Barley Hall, a 

spectacular medieval townhouse in 

the centre of York which was kindly 

provided for our use by conference 

partners York Archaeology. The 

papers discussing threats to sites in 

Ukraine, Iraq, the Middle East and 

North Africa. Other papers explored 

two areas of conflict in Poland, 

separated by half a century. We heard 

how UAV survey is being used to 

identify First World War cemeteries 

and how finds from rubbish dumps 

have profoundly altered narratives of 

Soviet tactical nuclear bases from the 

Cold War.  

A  re t ro spe c t i ve  o f  Aer i a l 

archaeology in the UK over the past 18 

years included a wide range of papers. 

The complementary nature of 

geophysical and aerial survey was 

vividly illustrated, providing a 

reminder that one technique alone will 

never tell the whole story. Two papers 

covering Historic Englandõs aerial 

reconnaissance programme considered 

how developments over the past 18 

years have transformed aerial survey 

and reflected on the experiences of the 

newest flyer who has entered the 

profession via an apprenticeship which 

combines on the job training with 

academic study.  

The impacts of Historic Englandõs 

large -area mapping projects ð along 

with the challenges and opportunities 

posed by an increasing number of 

sources, new technologies and shifting 

contexts for the work ð were discussed. 

The legacy of one such project, Cathy 

Stoertzõs work on the Yorkshire Wolds, 

was covered in a paper exploring some 

of the community archaeology which is 

building on Cathyõs aerial mapping. 

Other community -led research was 

explored in papers covering the use of 

drones to record sites in Kent, and a 

!!wD нлнп /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ wŜǇƻǊǘ 

{ŀƭƭȅ 9Ǿŀƴǎ м 

aŀǧƘŜǿ hŀƪŜȅ н 

ŀƴŘ  

Yŀǘȅ ²ƘƛǘŀƪŜǊ о 
м 
ǎŀƭƭȅΦŜǾŀƴǎϪƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŜƴƎƭŀƴŘΦƻǊƎΦǳƪ

 

н aŀǧƘŜǿΦhŀƪŜȅϪƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŜƴƎƭŀƴŘΦƻǊƎΦǳƪ 

о 
YŀǘȅΦ²ƘƛǘŀƪŜǊϪƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŜƴƎƭŀƴŘΦƻǊƎΦǳƪ

 

After a hiatus of 18 years, AARG returned to the United Kingdom for its 2024 

conference in York. Highlights of the two days of presentations and the field trip 

to the Thornborough Henges and the Fountainõs Abbey and Studley Royal Water 

Garden UNESCO World Heritage Site are reported here.  

/ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǇƻǎǘŜǊ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ōȅ !ƴŘǊŜŀ 

5ŜǾƭŀƘƻǾƛŏ ŀƴŘ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ ōȅ 

5ŀǾŜ aŀŎ[ŜƻŘΦ I9! нлупрψлрр нр-bh±-

нллу ϭ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜΦ 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
mailto:sally.evans@historicengland.org.uk
mailto:Matthew.Oakey@historicengland.org.uk
mailto:Katy.Whitaker@historicengland.org.uk
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volunteer air photo and lidar 

interpretation project in Norfolk.  

Lidar is now a standard part of an 

aerial archaeologistõs toolkit. We 

heard about work using lidar and 

grey literature to better understand 

Roman roads and native settlements 

in Northumberland, and how lidar -

derived models have helped analyse 

microtopography and its influence on 

human activity in fenland landscapes. 

More unusually, we heard how lidar 

has recently been used in Scotland to 

record  he igh t  var ia t ions  in 

cropmarks.  

 

/ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ Řŀȅ н 

Day two began with a session on 

technical developments in aerial 

archaeology. A thought -provoking 

first paper had us questioning 

whether the ski l l  of  aerial 

archaeology lies in the tools we wield 

or if it is how we choose to use them 

to unlock new understandings. With 

this in mind, we launched into 

automated feature detection and a 

discussion on its potential for aerial 

survey, followed by the impact of 

drone-based lidar in mapping under -

canopy archaeology. The session 

ended with an exploration of thermal 

imaging to detect archaeological 

features in Ireland.  

There followed two 

open sessions with wide -

ranging talks covering 

D e n m a r k ,  S p a i n , 

Croatia, Ukraine, North 

Africa, Germany and 

India (the latter a first 

for AARG). Work in the 

Sierra Morena region of 

Spain showed how 

aerial and ground 

survey were effectively 

combined with other 

h i s t o r i c a l  a n d 

cartographic research to 

map communication 

rou tes  and  how 

innovative technologies 

are being used to 

engage a wide range of 

public audiences. The 

impact of national -scale 

aerial survey was then 

vividly demonstrated by 

results from Denmark 

where 45,000 new sites 

have been added to the national 

record. A fascinating insight into the 

pioneering work of the military 

cartographer Kostiantyn Shyshkin 

on hillforts in the Lower Dnieper 

region of Ukraine concluded the first 

open session. 

The value of satellite data was 

illustrated in two papers. We heard 

how declassified HEXAGON imagery 

was being utilised alongside modern 

satellite data to better understand 

historic water management in North 

Africa and how these results may help 

address future water security in a 

landscape affected by climate change. 

Another paper took us to Western 

Rajasthan, India where satellite data 

have been used to inform GIS analysis 

of ancient drainage networks and 

their relationship to Palaeolithic sites 

ð an archaeological period rarely 

covered at AARG meetings.  

Other papers further explored the 

value of airborne laser scanning. We 

heard how this is revealing previously 

unrecognised details of prehistoric 

settlement in wooded areas of Eastern 

Croatia and how it being used to 

model the dramatic and often near -

inaccessible landscapes of La Reunion 

island in the west Indian Ocean. In 

the state of Baden -Württemberg, 

Germany, new lidar coverage is 

allowing archaeologists to unpick 

chronologies from the Iron Age to 

World War II.  

LƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ǎǳƳƳŀǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōȅ Yŀǘȅ ²ƘƛǘŀƪŜǊΦ ϭ YΦ ²ƘƛǘŀƪŜǊΣ нлнпΦ 

 

²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǊŜŎŜǇǝƻƴ ŀǘ .ŀǊƭŜȅ IŀƭƭΦ tƘƻǘƻΥ ±ŀƭŜǊƛŜ ²ŀǊŘ 
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The day ended with a Roundtable 

discussion which reflected on the 

findings of the conference and 

explored the topic of success and 

failure of airborne remote sensing.  

 

/ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ 

The conference dinner was a lively 

affair with over 50 conference 

delegates assembling at Yorkõs 18th-

century Great Assembly room. As the 

Assembly Rooms were 

designed as an elite 

entertainment space 

for social gatherings, 

there couldnõt have 

b e e n  a  m o r e 

appropriate venue for 

A A R G  m e m be rs . 

Although the ôItalianõ 

food was a little under 

par, the benevolence of 

the AARG committee 

kept the wine flowing 

and a good time was 

had by all.  

 

CƛŜƭŘ ǘǊƛǇǎ 

On Saturday we 

benefitted from a 

continued spell of 

unusua l l y  sunny 

weather (by 2024 

standards) for a field trip. This 

began with a visit to Thornborough 

Henges, a group of three Neolithic 

henge monuments which have 

recently been brought into State 

guardianship and a site where aerial 

survey has been integral to 

understanding the landscape setting 

of the monuments. From there, we 

continued on to Fountainõs Abbey 

and Studley Royal Water Garden 

UNESCO World Heritage Site ð the 

ruins of a medieval abbey which were 

later incorporated into phases of 

designed landscapes throughout the 

18th century. Two excellent guided 

tours were led by volunteers from the 

National Trust who now manage the 

site, giving insights into monastic life 

and political and social messaging 

conveyed by the formal garden design.  

Those with trains and flights to 

catch enjoyed a morning walking tour 

of York and a visit to the medieval 

castle of Cliffordõs Tower. 

 

!ŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜƳŜƴǘǎ  

The conference would not have been 

possible without the support of many 

others, for which the authors are 

extremely grateful. These include 

York Archaeology (for providing 

Barley Hall), York St John University 

(conference venue), the National Trust 

(guided tours and discounted entry for 

Fountains Abbey and Studley Royal), 

the Association of Voluntary Guides to 

the City of York (guided York tour), 

the AARG committee (logistical, moral 

and emotional support throughout) 

and our team at Historic England.  

CƛŜƭŘ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ CƻǳƴǘŀƛƴΩǎ !ōōŜȅ ŀƴŘ {ǘǳŘƭŜȅ wƻȅŀƭ ²ŀǘŜǊ DŀǊŘŜƴǎΦ tƘƻǘƻΥ aŀǧƘŜǿ hŀƪŜȅΦ 

 

/ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ 5ƛƴƴŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ wƻƻƳǎΦ tƘƻǘƻΥ ±ŀƭŜǊƛŜ 

²ŀǊŘ 
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м /ƻƳǇƛƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ōȅ 

±ŀƭŜǊƛŜ ²ŀǊŘ 

ό±![9wL9Φ/Φ²!w5ϪƘƻǘƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳύ  

м 

mailto:VALERIE.C.WARD@hotmail.com
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